Dr. C.S. Prakash

Dr. C. S. Prakash, the director of the Center for Plant Biotechnology Research at Tuskegee University (USA), oversees research on food crops of importance to developing countries and the training of many postdoctoral scientists, graduate students and undergraduate students.

He has a bachelor's degree in agriculture and a masters in genetics, and he obtained his Ph.D in genetics from the Australian National University, Canberra. He has considerable research expertise in transgenic plants, gene expression, tissue culture and plant genomics. Dr. Prakash's group at TU has many "firsts" to their credit, including the development of transgenic sweet potato plants, identification of DNA polymorphism in peanut and the development of a genetic map of cultivated peanut.

Dr. Prakash and his associates have recently developed a method of improving the protein content of plants several-fold through genetic modification. He has received more than 4 million dollars in funding for research from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), National Science Foundation, National Aeronautics and Space  Administration, Agency for International Development and UNESCO. Dr. Prakash has more than 50 scientific publications in refereed journals and has made nearly 100 presentations at meetings. He teaches two courses in plant biotechnology at TU.

Dr. Prakash has actively worked to promote biotechnology in developing countries in Asia and Africa through the training of students and scholars, research collaboration and seminars. Dr. Prakash is a regular writer on  biotechnology issues in the ISB News Report  (http://www.isb.vt.edu), a newsletter on agricultural biotechnology.  He sponsors Agbioworld, an organization dedicated to bringing information about technological advances in agriculture to the developing world.

Dr. Prakash serves on the executive committee of the American society of plant physiologists and on the commission on biotechnology, international society for horticultural science. He is also the panel manager for the biotechnology risk assessment grant program of the United States Department of Agriculture, and has been an advising editor to Agbioforum, a web journal devoted to agbiotech issues since 1999. Recently he was selected by U.S. Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman to be a member of the USDA Advisory Committee on Agricultural Biotechnology.

Interviews with Dr. Prakash and stories about his research have appeared in various media including National Public Radio, Science, The Wall Street Journal, The Scientist,  Technology Review, Focus (Germany), The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, msnbc.com, Village Voice, and several overseas newspapers.

