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Program Schedule

Presidential Election   2004

During the weeks leading up to the American Presidential Election on November 2nd, the American Center will be hosting the following election themed Special Events:

· Feature Films Followed By Discussion - Wednesdays at 2:30 pm 

· Roundtables with American and Local Speakers – Fridays at 2:30 pm, unless noted.
· Coverage of Presidential Debates – October 4, 11, and 14 at 
2:30 pm
All the programs will be held at the American Center in the multi-purpose room of the Information Resource Center (IRC) g and are open to the public.  Please see attached schedule for more detailed information about each program.  Unless noted, programs will be held in English.  For further information, please contact IRC Director Khaled Ben Bouzid at 71 107 324 or at Benbouzidk@state.gov
The American Center is also happy to provide speakers, A/V materials and printed materials for U.S. election programs at your institution.  Private events can be arranged either at the Center or at your institution. For more information, please contact Cultural Affairs Officer Ann Donick at 71 107 281 or DonickAE@state.gov
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	September 22: 2.30 p.m

Feature Film 

Bulworth

1998

Starring Warren Beatty and Halle Barry. 107mns.

Jay Bulworth is your typical senator going through a nervous breakdown. The empty speeches, lies, money, and pressure have led him to plan his own assassination on a weekend trip home to California just before the election. This new freedom turns Bulworth on and he decides to tell the unvarnished truth during his election campaign.    He offends across the board, even developing an inherent knack to rap his speeches. And the public loves it.


	September 24: 2.30 p.m
Roundtable

“Political Parties and the Election Process”

Speaker:
Stephanie Syptak, Assistant Director of the American Center.
	September 29: 2.30 p.m

Feature Film 
Primary Colors 1998

Starring: John Travolta, and Emma Thompson. 143mns.

A manipulative and womanizing governor from a Southern state, aided by his tough-talking wife, runs for the job of president of the United States.  A tart, knowing account of American politics, based on a bestselling novel that was itself based on Bill Clinton’s first presidential campaign; it both entertains and, its exposure of the backstage mechanics of massaging public opinion, appalls.


	October 1:  10:00a.m.

Roundtable
“The Role of the Media in Elections”

Speakers:

Sabri Brahem, Journalist, Le Quotedien

David Ballard, Deputy Chief of Mission and Former Director of the Office of Foreign Press of the Department of State.  

Language:

French
	October 4: 2:30 p.m.
Presidential Debate

First Presidential Debate:

University of Miami Coral Gables, FL
Language:

Arabic/English

 
	October 6:  2.30 p.m

Feature Film 
The Contender 2000

Starring: Joan Allen and Jeff Bridges.  120mns.

In a role written especially for her, Joan Allen is outstanding as the Republican-turned-Democrat senator who is chosen by the president to fill a vice presidential vacancy.   As a gender-switching response to the Lewinsky scandal, The Contender asks potent questions with its impassioned plea for integrity in public service.

	October 11: 2:30 p.m.

Presidential Debate

Second Presidential Debate:

Washington University St. Louis, MO
Language:

Arabic/English


	October 13: 2.30 p.m

Feature Film 

Bob Roberts

1992

Starring: Tim Robbins. 104mns.

An American folk singer and right-wing politician makes a record that goes to the top of the hit parade and wins a seat in the Senate.  A clever satire on politics, done as a documentary film, that has the message that it is appearance and the manipulation of the media that counts, not reality.

	October 14: 2:30 p.m.

Presidential Debate

Third Presidential Debate:

Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ
Language:

Arabic/English

	October 20: 2.30 p.m

Feature Film

The Candidate 1972

Starring: Robert Redford. 110mns.

Michael Ritchie's 1972 drama about a political idealist recruited to make a run for the Senate is still engrossing and still a terribly accurate reflection of the contemporary campaign process.  Redford is superb as a first-time candidate watching his values and control over his message disappear in the age of TV-friendly prefabrication.
	October 22:
2.30 p.m

Roundtable

“Special Interest Groups And Minorities, Foreign Policy And Elections“
Speakers:

Abdel-Jawad Zouari, PhD 

William Lawrence, PhD
Language:

French
	October 27:
2.30 p.m

Feature Film

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington, 1939

Starring: James Stewart.  130mns.

A cinema classic.  Washington’s youngest senator exposes corruptions in high places, almost at the cost of his own career.  Bright, funny, and beautifully paced, Mr. Smith Goes to Washington is Frank Capra's ode to the power of innocence--an idea so potent that present-day audiences may find themselves wishing for a new Mr. Smith in Congress.


	October 29:
2.30 p.m

Roundtable

“Campaign Finance“
Speaker:

TBA
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