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The US Embassy Cultural Attaché David
Colvin flanked by Diana Carvalho and Jane
Green visited a Dar es Salaam high school,
Greens Education Centre, to award a prize to
Ms. Kiba Hassan, a student who had
submitted a winning essay in our African
American Heritage Month competition. She
received a certificate and a small set of
books, while her school received a set of the
“African American  Experience”  book
collection. The event, at which some 100
students were present, also provided an
opportunity to give out information about
our student-advising center.

Greeted as “ambassadors,” embassy  staff
were warmly welcomed by the mostly female
group of students. In a country where the
percentage of girls in school drops
dramatically after primary education, we were
pleased to be able to highlight one bright
student’s achievement and hold it up as an
example to be followed. As she tearfully
accepted her prizes, her fellow students
erupted in song to congratulate her. This event
also gave us yet another glimpse of the
desperate conditions in which many schools
here operate. Our donated set of over 100
new books will be greatly appreciated.

Photo above, Chargé d'Affaires Michael
Owen  with  representatives  of

employees/contractors killed in the August 8
1998 bombing of the American Embassy.
The employees and contractors were
posthumously awarded the Thomas

Jefferson Star Award. The US Congress
established the new presidential award to
honour the sacrifice of employees who
have died or were severely injured in the

| performance of their duties. The award

ceremony took place on Friday, May 7,
2004, at the US Embassy.

In photo below, Dedicated members of
the staff who survived the 1998 bombing
pose with Chargé Michael Owen after
receiving their Thomas Jefferson Star
Awards.
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The speakers also made presentations on American politics at
an American Studies Conference that was held earlier at the
University of Dar es Salaam. Dr. Wasserman gave the keynote
speech on “Participation in American Politics: ~ Getting
Personal.” It focused on the “vibrant personal political
culture,” in the U.S. Prof. Smith presented a paper entitled
“News Media and Campaigning in America” during a panel
session on Electoral Politics.

In addition to these activities, the speakers discussed
American politics and this year’s elections during a one -hour
interview for a prominent local television program aired in
prime-time.

A group photograph of journalists from Press Clubs and Dar es
Salaam based media houses who attended a three-day workshop on
“Media and Elections” held at Bagamoyo Paradise Hotel Resort.
Also in the photo are two US Facilitators Prof. Hampden Smith in
the front row and Dr. Gary Wasserman in the back row.





