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Communications Technology (ICT) is in its

infancy. ICT

Internet service provided in
rural regions

The USAID Mission ICT programs are
having a positive impact on rural
populations in  Tanzania. With
technical support from USAID’s
Regional Support Office (REDSO) in
Nairobi, and funding from the Leland
Initiative, the Mission Health Team
established a non-profit Internet
Service Provider (ISP) (www.phci.org)
that is stimulating the use of the
internet throughout Iringa, a rural
region of Tanzania. The recently
inaugurated state of the art Primary
Health  Care Institute  (PHCI)
Telecenter, which includes a multi-
media computer lab, a Local Area
Network (LAN), Internet access for the
LAN computers, and a starter web-
site, is providing organizations and
individuals in lIringa with faster,
cheaper, and more  reliable
communications.

applications are generally
restricted to the capital Dar es Salaam and
regional city centers, with little penetration
into rural areas. As a result, the bulk of the
rural population has been unable to take
advantage of ICT as a development catalyst.
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APHCI Telecenter launch (March 2004)
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Internet access reaches beyond PHCI

The $150,000 Telecenter currently provides
Jocal access to over 400 users including
and partners at PHCI.
the benefits of the Telecenter
additional
cooperating partners, connecting over ten

11,7

kilometers of users in and around lIringa.
Using a 2.4 GHz wireless network, PHCI's
Internet link is accessed also by St. Augustine
University of Tanzania, Iringa Campus, the
Iringa Regional Urban Water Supply and
Sewerage Authority, the Regional Medical
Officer/District Medical Officer, the Ruaha
River Basin Authority Office, the Open
University of Tanzania- Iringa Office,
Sight Saver International-Iringa Office,
and WHO Representative’s Iringa
Office. The Telecenter will be sustained
through the Participating partners who
have pooled resources to pay for
expensive satellite Internet bandwidth
which would have been otherwise
unaffordable individually. The
Telecenter will serve as a model for
future ISP centers to be established in
other regions of Tanzania.

USAID has collaborated with the
Leland Initiative and Africalink to
strengthen ICT capabilities among
development partners and to use ICT
as a development tool across all
USAID/Tanzania programs.

/fanzania.usembassy.gov

US Embassy Chargé d’Affaires Michael Owen
re-launching the Embassy website recently.
According to Embassy officials, the website has
improved features and easier “navigating.”
Demonstrating the new website features to the
Chargé is the Embassy’s webmaster Ignatius
Nyoni. The embassy says its information on
visas is the most “popular” site on its webpage.
The new Embassy address is
http://tanzania.usembassy.gov.  The site
includes a photo gallery and “ePublications”
(electronic publications) for people interested
in the Embassy”

s activities in Tanzania.





