[image: image1.jpg]U.S. EMBASSY COMMENDS SHAABAN ROBERT FOR QUALITY EDUCATION

From page 3

information to eager students about the
Embassy’s Educational Advising Center and
how they could further their education and
broaden their horizons.

Many students about to sit for their exams
stated they had already made plans to study
at university level here or abroad, and others
were limited only by financial constraints.
The U.S. Embassy will provide these students
with the resources to look up other avenues
of financial aid and guide them in their
search for U.S. institutions that will best fit
their needs. Students who have already
made plans to study in the U.S. will have
access to the Embassy’s Pre-departure
Orientation held in July and those who are
still making those decisions will be invited to
advising sessions to be held at the Embassy
and to the Embassy’s Annual College Fair to
be held in November.

Recognizing that not all students will be able
to take advantage of the limited
opportunities offered by the U.S. Embassy,
the Educational Advisor works closely with
interested secondary schools to ensure that
more students have access to counseling for
higher education. This is done through a
series of seminars and workshops organized
by the U.S. Embassy involving principals and
guidance counselors from various secondary
schools throughout the year. The Embassy
recently organized a number of seminars
that introduced counselors to the
complicated but exciting world of applying
to Colleges and Universities in the U.S.
Participants had an overview of the process
and were given pointers on what they could
do to help their students through it.

In a follow-on seminar also organized by the
Embassy’s Educational Advising Center, Dr.
Doris Davis from Cornell University
discussed how counselors could guide
students in preparing to write application

essays and how to write good
recommendation letters for them. Shaaban
Robert has been one of the schools that
attempts to participate fully in all these
opportunities and carries back practical
knowledge to its students, thanks to a
dedicated team of educators.

In an effort to expose Tanzanian students to
the lives and works of African-Americans in
the US. and abroad, the U.S. Embassy
organized a number of activities for
secondary school students and asked
counselors and principals to encourage their
students to take part. This year, aside from
advertisements in  the  newspapers,
information for the essay competition was
given to teachers and counselors and so
interested students had to work with them to
access some of the background information.
This out-of-classroom interaction between
students and their teachers is integral to
improving their learning environment, and
Shaaban Robert proved that they have what

it takes to produce a well-rounded student.
The computer that the school was awarded
for Vidya's essay will be used to help
students with career guidance activities. This
comes at an opportune time when the
school is taking a serious look at the
importance of career guidance and
counseling and trying to expand its
capabilities in that direction.

All the hard work by the counselors and
teachers pays off. Vidya carries her heavy
package of books on African-American art,
culture, history and geography and smiles for
the camera.

She later says, “The occasion has not only
marked me with honor but has made my
family and school to be proud of me. [Today]
has marked another great moment with one
more achievement in my life.”

No doubt her graduation from Shaaban
Robert will be another.

Counselor of Embassy and PAO Dr. J. Michael Korff addresses the Shaaban Robert
Secondary School Assembly at the African-American Heritage Month Essay Writing

Competition awarding ceremony.

FORMER TANZANIAN PRESIDENT MWINY! FLAGS-OFF HIV/AIDS AWARENESS
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The motorcyclists participating in the Rally
were Bernie Runnebaum, Sr., USA; Patrick
Bahemuka, Uganda; David Garth Major,
Canada; Francis Kirago, Uganda; John G.
Montgomery, Canada; Petrus Johanness
Coetzee, South Africa; Beltramini Atilio,
Italy; Kani Kibirige, Uganda; Joseph
Ssenyonga, Uganda; Valentino Salvatore,
Italy; David Slane, Ireland; Peetro Averono,
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ltaly; Rwakishaya Mohammed, Uganda;
Okia Eremegio, Uganda; and Bernie
Runnebaum, Jr., USA.

One of the organizers of the Rally is Bernie
Runnebaum,  Chief of Party for
ACDI/VOCA Uganda, which is USAID’s
major FOOD FOR PEACE and Agriculture
contractor in Uganda. The charity, REACH

OUT, which will benefit from funds raised
by the Rally, is a community-based
group which will be getting US funding via
the new PRESIDENT'S EMERGENCY PLAN
FOR AIDS RELIEF, from which Tanzania will
also benefit. (Twelve African and two
Caribbean countries will receive PEPFAR
funding.)





