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REQUIREMENTS FOR A POSITION AS A FOREIGN 

LANGUAGE TEACHING ASSISTANT (FLTA) 
 

• FLTA applicants must be no younger than 21 and no older than 29 at time of 
application.  The FLTA Program does not provide J-2 sponsorship for dependents. 

 
• Applicants must clearly demonstrate maturity, dependability, integrity and 

professionalism. 
 

• Ideally, FLTAs are outgoing and dynamic individuals with a great sense of humor. 
 

• Fluency in English is mandatory. A score of no less than 213 (CBT) on the TOEFL is 
required. 

 
• Candidates should possess the equivalent of a Bachelors degree (U.S.) with a good 

academic record. Masters degrees are highly desirable by many institutions.  
 

• Prior Teaching experience is preferred. 
 

Profile: 
FLTA candidates must be enthusiastic about teaching. They must have a sincere interest in 
teaching their native language and culture to American students. Through their application 
they should demonstrate knowledge of their culture and current events in their home country. 
They should have leadership skills, the ability to motivate students and the ability to relate to 
them in an emphatic manner. FLTAs should have a desire to meet people and become a part 
of the community by participating in community events and campus activities. They should be 
able to work creatively, be self-reliant but good team players who maintain excellent 
relationships with faculty, staff and students. 
 
Many institutions request FLTAs who have an interest and ability to live in small towns or are 
adaptable to living in rural areas. They request that their FLTAs have excellent organizational 
and computer skills. They prefer people who have interests in sports, outdoor activities, 
music, dance, theatre, literature, poetry or cooking. Most of all, they look for candidates who 
demonstrate flexibility and a willingness to learn. 
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