Dear Fellow Americans:

The U. S. Embassy wishes to remind you that the Federal Voting Assistance Program (FVAP) has designated October 11 to October 15, 2004 as Absentee Voting Week.  All overseas voters should vote and return their state absentee ballots.  Persons who have requested their absentee ballots from their state voting official and have not received them can pick up and complete the Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot (FWAB) from the American Citizens Services in the Consular Section (please note, the FWAB is not available on-line).

The Embassy will be open to offer this service Tuesday, October 12th through Thursday, October 14th, between 9.30 a.m. to 12.00 noon and 2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. and on Friday October 15 from 9.30 a.m. to 12 noon.  Federal Express (FEDEX) has volunteered to pick up ballots from the Consular Section for delivery to the U.S. at no cost during this period.  Please ensure that your ballot is dropped off at the Consular Section by 12:00 noon on Friday, October 15th, 2004 in order to take advantage of this service. 

If you receive your state absentee ballot after submitting the FWAB, vote and return the state ballot in time to be received by your state voting official up to and including Election Day.  

Though we have been unable to confirm this with local DHL officials, it is our understanding that DHL will offer a 38% discount off DHL's origin country full tariff cost, to US citizens sending ballot requests or ballots only to the US for upcoming November elections.  We recommend you check with your local DHL service center to confirm that they are participating in this offer prior to pursuing this option.
To qualify for this offer, US citizens must:

1.      Physically present themselves at a DHL Service Center.               

2.      Identify themselves with proper photo identification.                                 

3.      Complete the DHL air waybill themselves (DHL will not complete air waybills for the customer), including:                                              

·        Accurate consignee information                                                       

·        Complete street address (DHL will not deliver to PO boxes in the US)  (Follow links at: http://www.defense.gov/fvap/links/statelinks.html                                                 

·        Write "absentee ballot" in air waybill reference field                                                        

4.      Send only ballots or ballot requests                                     

5.      Pay for shipment on a cash basis, or credit card where available.                                   

6.      Recognize that by accepting this offer that they (shipper/voter) have the ultimate and sole responsibility for any ballot requests, ballots and all respective air waybill and shipment information.                                                 

7.      Recognize that by accepting this offer DHL will not accept any responsibility for lost/delayed ballot requests or ballots for any reason.                                

Please contact the Consular Section at the U.S. Embassy in Accra at (21) 776-601 or reply to this email should you have any further questions regarding the absentee voting process.  You may also find further information at the following web site:  http://www.fvap.gov/
Remember-Its’Your Future, VOTE For It!

Best Regards,

Christopher T. Friefeld

Voting Assistance Officer

United States Embassy

Accra, Ghana
