Rededication of Whitney M. Young Jr.

Information Resource Center.
Comments by
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Information Resource Officer

Thank you again for coming today to share this occasion with us -- 

30 years ago, this facility was dedicated to the memory of Whitney M. Young, Jr.  As we have just heard so eloquently from our speakers, his lessons and life still have much to teach us.  He spoke more softly than many, but he accomplished a great deal.

30 years ago, USIS libraries around the world were patterned on US public libraries, which gave open access to books and periodicals; Our collections were large, the staff was large; and we prided ourselves on offering a range of responsible US information and opinions on any topic, especially controversial ones.

30 years ago, this was an open, public facility with universal access.  Nigerians came and used the library for a variety of reasons – to do research, to do their school work, and often just to skim the latest magazines and books on current events.  All were welcome.  There wasn’t a computer in sight.  

Nigeria and the US both still need these kinds of libraries, but we have moved on.

Today this facility is an Information Resource Center.  Our collection focuses on the subject areas that are key to US – Nigeria bi-lateral relations; we have shorter public hours and a smaller collection; our staff reaches out primarily to our target audiences, people such as yourselves, who are society’s decision-makers and opinion-shapers; computers are everywhere.  Our model of information services is now closer to a US special library, where librarians take an active role in their institutions, lead them in the use of information technology, and facilitate in-depth research.  We help shape the programs of this Public Affairs Section by offering research expertise and staff involvement as well.  

Today our collection of printed books, reports and magazines is smaller than in 1974, however, our catalog is online; thanks to the Internet, and through special online awareness services and access to expensive commercial resources online, provided to us by the State Department in Washington, our window on the world is enormous and instantaneous.  The future of information technology is very exciting and it’s full potential for this library, and libraries around the world, is yet to be realized.  

But there are some things that haven’t changed:  we still offer service to any Nigerian with a serious research interest that can be accommodated in this library; we still provide a range of responsible opinion from the United States on any given topic; we still have a collection of PRINTED books and documents on the US, and we still have an attitude, which is where I think Whitney Young comes in.  In a library, one speaks softly, but can accomplish a great deal.

Whitney Young was a man who believed in the fundamental equality of every person – which is the appeal of democracy at its most basic level; he also believed that serious, hard work was needed to reach the goals of the civil rights movement; and he believed strongly in every individual’s responsibility to make his own way in life.  

What better place to begin the hard, serious work of any project of Nigeria’s development and what better place to honor such a remarkable man than in a library.  I hope the next 30 years brings more improvements, more resources, more technology and most importantly – more visitors like all of you.

So now I ask our Public Affairs Officer, Atim George, to do the honor of the unveiling our new artwork and rededicating the center…
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