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Farewell to Consul General Donna Blair who departs post on July 5 for reassignment to Mexico.

Welcome to her successor David Stone and wife Eileen, who arrive in Nairobi on July 15.
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Useful U.S. Government Internet Links

IRS Web Site  (www.irs.gov)

Voting Information (www.fvap.gov)

Selective Service  (www.sss.gov)

 Social Security Administration (http://www.ssa.gov/)

 The Bureau of Consular Affairs (http://travel.state.gov/)  

On-line Registration https://travelregistration.state.gov/ibrs .  
Physicians List (http://usembassy.state.gov/nairobi/wwwuphy.doc)
Department of Homeland Security (formally INS)  (http://www.immigration.gov/)

Consular Section Nairobi Web Site (http://usembassy.state.gov/nairobi/wwwhcop.html)
Financial assistance to U.S. Citizens abroad (http://intranet.ca.state.gov/cainternet/finance_assist.html)
To the American Community from Donna Blair:

I wish to express my appreciation to the American Community in Kenya for the privilege of having served you during the past three years.  I am grateful for the work of the Wardens and others, who have actively assisted and supported Consular efforts to improve communication and the delivery of services to Americans in Kenya.

Best Wishes for the future,

Donna Blair
VOTING ASSISTANCE
 For persons 18 years and above, you are eligible to vote.  To do so one can visit the

 U.S. Embassy, Consular Section, American Citizen Services Unit.  We shall:

· Provide information about requesting absentee ballots from each of the fifty states.  Remember that every citizen has a right to vote for Federal offices (President, Vice President, Senator, and Congressman.)   Many states have liberal laws about letting overseas residents vote in state and local elections, too.  To receive this information, send a request to our offices.   Provide your mailing address and specify the state in which you will be voting.  We will mail you the necessary materials to register (if you haven’t already) and to request the absentee ballot.

· Provide notary services.  If your particular state requires that the registration or ballot be signed under oath, the Office of American Services can witness your signature at no charge. Notary services are rendered any day Monday through Thursday between 1:00 pm to 3:00pm or on Friday between 8am and 10am, (except the last Wednesday of the month or on any American and Kenyan holiday).  For mission employees the hours of operation are Monday thru Friday between 8am and 10am.

voting in u.s. eLECTIONS
· Eligibility for State and Federal elections depends upon the laws and regulations of your State of residence in the U.S.  The Voting Assistance Guide is the primary source of information for citizens applying for absentee registration and a ballot to your county, city, town or parish clerk.  A copy is available at the embassy or online http://www.fvap.gov/pubs/vag.
· Generally, election materials may be witnessed or sworn to before a notary at the Embassy.  Most states and territories do not require notarization of the FPCA or ballot; therefore consult Chapter 3 of the Voting Assistance Guide to determine your state or territory’s requirements.  In all instances you must sign and date the FPCA.  
· The absentee voting process is designed to permit citizens who will be away from their local polling places on Election Day to vote by mail.  Absentee voters should request their ballots at least 45 days before the Election Day to allow ample time to process the request and mail the ballot.  However if one is applying for both registration and absentee ballot, the FPCA may have to be mailed earlier.  

· The Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) is a postage free postcard printed and distributed by the federal government for use by absentee voters. The FPCA serves as a simultaneous registration form and application for an absentee ballot.  However, the extent and manner of its use are controlled by State law and sometimes by local procedure. To receive the FPCA or for additional information, you should contact the U.S. Embassy at 011-254-20-3753704 or E-mail; Kenya_acs@state.gov to request the necessary forms.  The on-line version of the FPCA is available at the Federal Voting Assistance Program’s (FVAP) website www.fvap.gov/othertools/onlinefpca.html (please follow specific instructions for state-by-state acceptance of online registrations).  Ensure that the form is completed, printed out, signed, dated and mailed in an envelope with proper postage affixed when registering on-line.

TEN THINGS TO HELP ENSURE YOUR ABSENTEE VOTE IS COUNTED
1. Start by contacting your Unit/Embassy/Organization Voting Assistance Officer for help in absentee registration and voting. 

2. Visit the Federal Voting Assistance Program’s website at www.fvap.gov for information on the absentee registration and voting process. 

3. Ensure that you have applied for your absentee ballot using the hard copy or on-line versions of the FPCA. 

4. Make sure your local election official has your current mailing address. 

5. Sign and date all election materials. 

6. Fulfill your state’s witness/notary requirements (if required). 

7. Ensure that your ballot or FPCA is postmarked. 

8. Register to vote and request your ballot in a timely manner – not later than September. 

9. VOTE – mail your ballot not later than October 15, 2004. 

10. Use the Federal Write In Absentee Ballot if you are overseas and your State absentee ballot does not arrive in time to be mailed back by the state’s deadline. 

2004 Primary Elections by State
This chart lists the 2004 Presidential and State primary election dates in all the States, the District of Columbia and U.S. Territories; primary runoff dates (if applicable); states with U.S. Senate races; number of U.S. Representative seats up for re-election; and Gubernatorial races.

	State
	Presidential Primary (or Preference)
	State Primary
	State Runoff Primary (if necessary)
	GENERAL ELECTION 

	
	
	
	
	FEDERAL OFFICES 
	

	
	
	
	
	U.S. Senate 
	U.S.

Representative      State Governor

	Alabama
	June 1
	June 1
	June 29
	Yes
	7
	No

	Alaska
	-
	August 24
	-
	Yes
	1
	No

	American Samoa
	-
	November 2
	November 17
	-
	1 Delegate
	Yes

	Arizona
	February 3
	September 7
	-
	Yes
	8
	No

	Arkansas
	May 18
	May 18
	June 8
	Yes
	4
	No

	California
	March 2
	March 2
	-
	Yes
	53
	No

	Colorado
	-
	August 10
	-
	Yes
	7
	No

	Connecticut
	March 2
	August 10
	-
	Yes
	5
	No

	Delaware
	February 3
	September 11
	-
	No
	1
	Yes

	District of Columbia
	January 13
	September 14
	-
	-
	1 Delegate
	No

	Florida
	March 9
	August 31
	-
	Yes
	25
	No

	Georgia
	March 2
	July 20
	August 10
	Yes
	13
	No

	Guam
	-
	September 4
	-
	-
	1 Delegate
	No

	Hawaii
	-
	September 18
	-
	Yes
	2
	No

	Idaho
	May 25
	May 25
	-
	Yes
	2
	No

	Illinois
	March 16
	March 16
	-
	Yes
	19
	No

	Indiana
	May 4
	May 4
	-
	Yes
	9
	Yes

	Iowa
	-
	June 8
	-
	Yes
	5
	No

	Kansas
	-
	August 3
	-
	Yes
	4
	No

	Kentucky
	May 18
	May 18
	-
	Yes
	6
	No

	Louisiana
	March 9
	September 18
	-
	Yes
	7
	No

	Maine
	-
	June 8
	-
	No
	2
	No

	Maryland
	March 2
	March 2
	-
	Yes
	8
	No

	Massachusetts
	March 2
	September 14
	-
	No
	10
	No

	Michigan
	-
	August 3
	-
	No
	15
	No

	Minnesota
	-
	September 14
	-
	No
	8
	No

	Mississippi
	March 9
	March 9
	March 30
	No
	4
	No

	Missouri
	February 3
	August 3
	-
	Yes
	9
	Yes

	Montana
	June 8
	June 8
	-
	No
	1
	Yes

	Nebraska
	May 11
	May 11
	-
	No
	3
	No

	Nevada
	September 7
	September 7
	-
	Yes
	3
	No

	New Hampshire
	January 27
	September 14
	-
	Yes
	2
	Yes

	New Jersey
	June 8
	June 8
	-
	No
	13
	No

	New Mexico
	June 1
	June 1
	-
	No
	3
	No

	New York
	March 2
	September 14
	-
	Yes
	29
	No

	North Carolina
	May 4
	May 4
	June 1
	Yes
	13
	Yes

	North Dakota
	-
	June 8
	-
	Yes
	1
	Yes

	Ohio
	March 2
	March 2
	-
	Yes
	18
	No

	Oklahoma
	February 3
	July 27
	August 24
	Yes
	5
	No

	Oregon
	May 18
	May 18
	-
	Yes
	5
	No

	Pennsylvania
	April 27
	April 27
	-
	Yes
	19
	No

	Puerto Rico
	TBD
	-
	-
	-
	1 Res Commissioner
	Yes

	Rhode Island


	March 2


	September 14


	-
	No


	2


	No



	South Carolina
	February 3
	June 8
	June 22
	Yes
	6
	No

	South Dakota
	June 1
	June 1
	June 15 (Secondary Elect)
	Yes
	1
	No

	Tennessee
	February 10
	August 5
	-
	No
	9
	No

	Texas
	March 9
	March 9
	April 13
	No
	32
	No

	Utah
	-
	June 22
	-
	Yes
	3
	Yes

	Vermont
	March 2
	September 14
	-
	Yes
	1
	Yes

	Virginia
	February 10
	June 8
	-
	No
	11
	No

	Virgin Islands
	-
	September 11
	September 25
	-
	1 Delegate
	No

	Washington
	-
	September 14
	-
	Yes
	9
	Yes

	West Virginia
	May 11
	May 11
	-
	No
	3
	Yes

	Wisconsin
	February 17
	September 14
	-
	Yes
	8
	No

	Wyoming
	-
	August 17
	-
	No
	1
	No


This election information is current as of January 2004.  Contact you Voting Assistance Officer or check the FVAP Website at www.fvap.gov for updates

US-VISIT PROGRAM

The U.S. Embassy in Nairobi began on May 24, 2004 collecting finger scans of visa applicants.  A press conference and demonstration of the new procedure was held at the Embassy’s Consular Affairs Section.

Under the new worldwide US-VISIT program, applicants for U.S. visas from all countries of the world between the ages of 14-80, except those for official and diplomatic visas, are required to provide a finger scan during the visa interview and again upon arrival at the U.S. port of entry.  The finger scan takes approximately 30 seconds to complete and requires no ink.  The applicant places his/her finger on a computerized scanner and a digital finger scan is taken electronically.  The procedure is simple, fast and easy.

The US-VISIT program is designed to facilitate legitimate travel and trade, ensure the integrity of the immigration system, enhance the security of U.S. citizens and visitors, and deter visa and identity fraud while safeguarding personal privacy.

Technical upgrades associated with the US-VISIT program will result in the issuance of visas two business days after the interview.  According to Consul General Donna Blair, “Many Kenyans have become accustomed to applying for a visa in the morning and picking up their visa in the afternoon.  Unfortunately, this will no longer be possible.  Visa applicants should plan accordingly and apply well in advance of travel.”

For more information on how to apply for a visa at the U.S. Embassy in Nairobi, please go to the Embassy’s website at http://usembassy.state.gov/nairobi . 

Issuance and renewal of U.S. passports

The American Citizen Services unit is open Monday through Thursday from 1:00 p.m. to 

3:00 p.m. or on Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00a.m. except the last Wednesday of the month 

or on any American or Kenyan holiday.   For any inquiry, please call the unit on 

011-254-(0) 20 –375-3704.  If you require assistance outside of normal business hours, 

please call first.

Requirements to Renew a U.S. Passport 

Minors under 14 years old- Parents must appear in person with child and identification

Complete form DSP-11

Pay fee of 70 dollars

Present Expiring passport

Submit two 2x2 photos on matte finish

Swear oath

First time adult passports- issued to children 16 years old and over

Complete from DSP 11

Pay fee of 85 dollars

Submit two 2x 2 photos on matte finish

Present expiring passport

Swear oath

Adult Renewals

Complete form DSP-11

Pay fee of 55 dollars

Submit two 2x2 photos on matte finish

Present expiring passport

As passports are now produced in Washington, DC, It will take 10 business days for the passport to be ready for pick-up. Please plan accordingly.

Sorry, we are not authorized to accept personal checks.

RETURN OF REMAINS OF DECEASED AMERICANS
SUMMARY: One of the most essential tasks of the Department of State and of U.S. embassies and consulates abroad is to provide assistance to families of U.S. citizens who die abroad. The U.S. consular officer in the foreign country will assist the family in making arrangements with local authorities for preparation and disposition of the remains, following the family's instructions in accordance with local law. The authority and responsibilities of a U.S. consular officer concerning return of remains of a deceased U.S. citizen abroad are based on U.S. laws (22 U.S.C. 4196; 22 CFR 72.1), treaties and international practice. Options available to a family depend upon local law and practice in the foreign country. Certain documents are required by U.S. and foreign law before remains can be sent from one country to another. These requirements may vary depending on the circumstances of the death. 

CONSULAR MORTUARY CERTIFICATE: A U.S. consular mortuary certificate is required to ensure orderly shipment of remains and to facilitate U.S. Customs clearance. The certificate is in English and confirms essential information concerning the cause of death. The U.S. consular officer will prepare the certificate and ensure that the foreign death certificate (if available), affidavit of the foreign funeral director, and transit permit, together with the consular mortuary certificate accompany the remains to the United States.

AFFIDAVIT OF FOREIGN FUNERAL DIRECTOR AND TRANSIT PERMIT: The U.S. consular officer will ensure that the required affidavit is executed by the local (foreign) funeral director. This affidavit attests to the fact that the casket contains only the remains of the deceased and the necessary clothing and packing materials. The affidavit may also state that the remains have been embalmed or otherwise prepared. In addition, the U.S. consular officer ensures that a transit permit accompanies the remains. The transit permit is issued by local health authorities at the port of embarkation.

U.S. ENTRY REQUIREMENTS FOR QUARANTINE AND CUSTOMS: In general, if remains have been embalmed, the documentation, which accompanies the consular mortuary certificate, will satisfy U.S. public health requirements. If the foreign death certificate is not available at the time the remains are returned, the consular mortuary certificate will include reference to the fact that the deceased did not die from a quarantine able disease and that the remains have been embalmed. The affidavit of the funeral director, which is attached to the consular mortuary certificate, complies with the U.S. Customs requirement that the casket and the packing container for the casket contain only the remains. If the remains are not accompanied by a passenger, a bill of lading must be issued by the airline carrier company to cover the transport. The customs house permit for entry to the United States is obtained by the airline carrier at the point of departure. 

SHIPMENT OF UNEMBALMED REMAINS: If the remains are not embalmed, the U.S. consular officer should alert U.S. Customs and the U.S. Public Health Service at point of entry in advance, faxing copies of the consular mortuary certificate, local death certificate (if available), affidavit of foreign funeral director, and a formal statement from competent foreign authorities stating that the individual did not die from a communicable disease. This statement generally is required even if the exact cause of death is unknown in order for unembalmed remains to enter the United States.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: For additional information concerning return of remains of a diseased U.S. citizen, contact the appropriate geographic division of the Office of American Citizens Services, Department of State, Room 4817 N.S., 2201 C. Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20520, tel: (202) 647-5225 or (202) 647-5226 or the consular officer in the American Citizens Services Section of the U.S. embassy or consulate in the foreign country where the death occurs

wARDEN NETWORK
Registration:

U. S. Citizens in Kenya are encouraged to:

· Update their registration once a year or each time their contact information changes via e-mail Kenya_acs@state.gov.  If you registered as a short-term visitor and extend your stay in Kenya beyond six months, please contact the Embassy to update your registration. 

· Inform us when she or he departs from the country for a period more than a year and completes a registration form for each visit to Kenya, which will be attached to your previous registration from.

· Contact us if one has not heard from his or her warden.

· Americans temporary or resident in south Sudan and Somaliland are encouraged to register their presence with U.S. Embassy Nairobi.
How to register!

There are several ways to register.

· Online at http://www.usembassy.state.gov/nairobi/wwwhcop.html  
· Via email at kenya_acs@state.gov
· Via telephone at (011) (254) (020)-375-3704

· Via Fax at (011) (254) (020)-363-6410

Warden Outreach
· A town meeting in Mombasa was held on February 8, 2004 at the White Sands Hotel- Approximately 25 American Citizens attended the meeting. Consular Services were provided. Two new wardens signed up to assist American Citizens in Mombasa.

· An adoption seminar was held on November 14, 2003 at the U.S. Embassy in Nairobi. Approximately 60 people attended. Mrs. Leslie Rowe, Deputy Chief of Mission (DCM) made welcome remarks. The seminar was a joint effort by the consular section and the Department of Homeland Security. 

· A town meeting was held in Nairobi on October 29.  Approximately 250 American Citizens visited the Embassy to meet the new U.S. Ambassador to Kenya, William Mark Bellamy.  Citizens were given tours of the Embassy. 

· A consular outreach session in Mombasa was held on October 17, 2003 at the White Sands Hotel.

Welcome to the following new wardens:

· Michelle Windell – Mombasa



· Rebecca J. Smith – Mombasa



· Richard Cox – Homa Bay 


· Andrew Ginsberg – Garissa

· Randy Coates - Mountain View


· John S. Smith - Serving in Ministries



Farewell and best wishes to the following wardens:

· Gerald Novak -  Embakasi


· Lynn Adkins Karen - Ngong Rd 2

· Martha Sheldrick - Kiambu

· Rebecca Smith - Kilifi/Mombasa


· Michelle Windell - Kilifi/Mombasa

· Craig Goldfain - Ngummo

· Marshall Basham - Parklands 2 & Ngara

THANK YOU FOR SERVING THE

AMERICAN COMMUNITY IN KENYA
KENYA WARDENS 2004

Region/Org
            Warden Names             Region/Org
           
 Warden Names             

AIM - Int. Services

Loren Fast, 

AIM - Int. Services

Bruce Buck, 

AIM - Kenya Branch

Judith Troutman 

AIM - Kenya Branch

Timothy Carroll 

American Business Ass

Renee Blasky 

American Business Ass

James Dry, 

Athi River


Joel Weaver 

Baptist Mission of Kenya
Janet Mc Dowell

Baptist Mission of Kenya
Robert Allen Jr. 

Baringo  20103


Roy Stover, J. 

Bungoma
         

Fielden Allison

Buru Buru


Robert Heuer 

Busia



Owen Ozier 

Catholic Relief Services
             Debra Shomberg, 

Christian Believers Fellowship
Allen Yoder

Christian Mission Fellowship
David W. Snyder 

City Center


Liliana Bryant

Daystar University

Jon Masso 

Garden



Ronald Hanson, 

General Mathenge

Jayesh Manek 

Homa Bay


Richard F.Cox 

Int.  Livestock Research             Thomas Randolph 

Int. Centre for Research
             Steven Franzel  

Int. Rescue Committee

Jason Phillips

Int. School of Kenya

Ronald Dowty 

Joint Voluntary Agency     
Thomas MacWilliams

Kara Pokot


Ray Noecker

Karen-Dagoretti
        
Helen Van Houten 

Karen-Dagoretti Road

Anne Delorie

Karen-Ngong Road 1

Darren Hercyk 

Karen-Ololua Forest

Andres Gremley

Kasarani


Olaf  Konnerup 

Kericho



Carol Trachsel

Kericho



James Vanderhoof 

Kiambu



Steve Mc Millan

Kibera



Cyd Miller

Kikuyu



Stuart Garnet Ross 

Kileleshwa


Susan E S-Sagoe 

Kileleshwa


Jason Phillips

Kilimani 1


Bruce McDonald

Kilimani 2


Shannon Fariel 

Kilimani 2


Angelo D'agostino

Kilimani 3


Ann LePage

Kilimani 3


Paula Riley

Kisumu



Virgil Vice

Kitisuru


Barbara Steenstrup

Kitui



Gary Johnson

Kuwinda


Christina Kioko

Kwale



Mark Grossmann

Kyuna



George Jones

Laikipia


Vaun Cummins

Laikipia Baraka School

Christopher Greco

Langata

 

Deborah Aho

Langata South


Barbara Dundas

Langata-Hardy


Kimberly H Smith 

Langata-Hardy


Elizabeth Kegode

Latter Day Saints

Claude Gibbons

Latter Day Saints

Merrill Faux

Lavington 1


Walter Droke

Lavington 2


Susanne Skibiak

Lavington 2


John Skibiak

Loresho


Deborah Muriithi

Loresho


Geeta Manek

Machakos


Greg Okesson

Malindi



Leo Cashin

Malindi



Van Davis

Marsabit


James Teasdale

Marsabit


Timothy Hinds

Maxwell Adventist Academy
Lloyd Dull

Mennonite Board in EA 
Lawrence L-Rudgers

Meru



Ronald Enoch

Minnesota Studies in Int Dev
Mohamud Jama

Mountain View
 

Randy Coates

Muranga


Douglas Stamper

Muthaiga


Steve Smith

Muthaiga North


Katherine Ward

Muthaiga North


Robert Sartoris Robert

Muthaiga North


Omaira Lacey

Nairobi Hill


Susan De Vries Susan

Naivasha


Eleanor D’Olier

Nakuru



Terry Duncan

Narok



Shayne Russell

Nazarene Church

Eldon Jones

New Muthaiga


Jolene Wood

New Runda


Carl Follingstad

Ngummo


Margaret White

Nyandarua


Lawrence Hardin 

Nyandarua


Eric Bohman

Nyeri



Jill Branyon

Parklands 1 & 3


Nevia Crow

Ridgeways


Jane Tipton

Rift Valley Academy

Timothy  Cook 

Riverside


Mari Nelson

Rosslyn Lone Tree

Samuel Harrell

Roysambu


Michael Mestler

Runda



Kimberly Swallow

Samburu


Rebecca Cady

School for Int. Training

Jamal Omar Awadh

School of Field Studies

Simon Ole Seno

Serving in Ministries

John Scurry Smith Jr.

Siaya



Nancy Hardison

South B



Abdikarim Wehelie

State House


Anthony Mariano

Summer Institute of Linguistic
Gary Cowman

Summer Institute of Linquistic
Fredrick A.Aldrige Jr. 

Thika



Richard Simonsen

Trans Nzoia


Heather Jamison

Turkana


Robert Clark

Uasin Gishu


Connie Vincent

West Nairobi School

Trevor Maxwell

Westlands 1


Bernard  Gannon

Westlands 2


Norman Lawrence

DISCLAIMER: The following information on organizations appearing in this issue are voluntary responses based on our survey of warden organizations.  Opinions expressed do not reflect official policy of the U.S. Embassy.  If you would like to highlight your organization, please forward ½ page to Kenya_acs@state.gov. 
Homeless Children                

International – Kenya 

(HCI-Kenya) 

Submitted by Margaret White – Warden for Ngummo
H

omeless Children International - Kenya (HCI-Kenya) is a non-profit, non-governmental organization working with street children in Kenya since 1994.  HCI-Kenya is unique in her focus on girls, emphasis on formal education, and long-term work of rehabilitation and restoration.  Her mission is to equip street children for excellence as leaders in diverse professions.  HCI-Kenya has worked with nearly 200 abused and neglected children, currently with 129 now in Primary School and 38 in Secondary School, with 24 relocated back into their families.  Using her proven strategy for outreach and rehabilitation, HCI-Kenya offers the pivotal intervention needed to provide these children with the counseling, medical care, nurture, and personal investment necessary to heal, attend school, and become leaders.   In this high-risk population, only 6% of children in HCI-Kenya's programs have returned to the streets in 9 years.  Through creating businesses to generate revenue and awareness, HCI-Kenya contributes further to society by providing career training in the service sector while meeting basic community needs.  Megan White is the Resource Mobilization Manager overseeing planning, fundraising, partnerships, and business developments.

Identity:  We are a Christian non-profit, non-governmental organization working with street children in Kenya with a focus on the girl child.

Vision:  To see former street children building future generations by modeling the love of God as leaders in their families, work, communities and nation.

Mission:  To equip street children for excellence to become leaders in diverse professions.

Programs:

1. Tumaini Boys’ Centre.  Currently caring for 29 boys in the Woodley Estate.

2. Chombo Cha Upendo Girls Home & Kibo Slopes Academy.  76 girls in Standards 1-8, with 11 KCPE candidates sitting this month.  Also home to 7 dairy cows.

3. External Schooling.  36 children in Secondary School, with 2 sisters sitting their KCSE.  16 Primary Boarding School students, with 11 KCPE candidates.  All 29 boys at TBC and 24 children now living with their families attend governmental primary schools in and around Kibera.

4. Street Outreach.  Currently on hold since June 2001, 4 months of street outreach with an educational component are necessary to form the relationships with the children necessary for successful future rehabilitation.  Done in partnership with other organizations.

Transitional Shelter.  A year-long home for the children immediately from the streets, to create a family environment where the children can share responsibilities, detox from drugs, and receive individual counseling and teaching in order to help them to catch up as best as possible to their mainstream age-mates.



THE SCHOOL FOR FIELD STUDIES (SFS)- CENTER FOR WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT STUDIES
Submitted by Simon Ole Seno – Warden for SFS

T

he SFS Center for Wildlife Management Studies is one of five global field research centers, which provides university students study-abroad opportunities in environmental studies. Since 1980, The School for Field Studies, a not-for- profit organization, has been teaching students to address critical environmental problems using an interdisciplinary, experiential approach to education. 

We take our students out of the classroom and into communities around the world to explore and examine the interdependent cultural, economic and ecological aspects of real-world problems. Our students leave their SFS program with a deeper understanding of another culture, the complexity of environmental problems and a unique perspective on what it really takes to develop long-term conservation solutions.

SFS is the oldest, fully accredited U.S environmental study abroad program, drawing students from over 250 colleges and universities. We have been operating in Kenya since the early 1980's.


SFS Research in Kenya
In Kenya, the SFS/CWMS operate at two sites. One of the sites is next to Nairobi National Park and we refer to this site as National Park Site (NPS). The second site is situated in Kimana and we call this site Kilimanjaro Bush Camp (KBC). The site is strategically located between two world famous National Parks, Amboseli and Tsavo West. Our current research focuses on exploring innovative ways to improve wildlife and rangeland management within national parks, and promote co-habitation between humans and migrating wildlife. The primary goal of our research is to provide advice that will help maintain ecological balances in and around protected areas and sustainable co-habitation between human settlers and wildlife in regions surrounding the protected areas.

While based at our NPS field center, SFS students focus on management strategies for Kenya's oldest and most profitable national park. Increased development around Nairobi National Park threatens its biological integrity and has led to the decline of large mammal populations. Pollution threatens the water supply and plays a role in the mortality of numerous birds and animals. Increased human and livestock populations in areas surrounding the Park are leading to intensified human-wildlife conflicts including disease and destruction of crops by migrating wildlife. SFS students are assisting the Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS) and managers of the Park through a suite of research projects, including vegetation mapping; grazing and browsing impact surveys; large mammal population counts and distributions; educational facility upgrades; and human impact in the Park..

Impact of the current Travel Warning to Kenya 
The on-going travel warning to Kenya has affected US-based environmental study abroad program, The School for Field Studies (SFS), in many ways. Before the travel warning was announced, SFS enrollment in its Wildlife Management Studies program was more than 150 students per year and our research contributions to the local community were robust. As a result of the warning, SFS has had to cancel its 2003 summer programs in addition to laying-off 50% of our field station staff, all of whom are Kenyan. Our current semester programs are operating with over 50% fewer students. This represents a loss of hundreds of thousands of dollars of tuition revenue, and dramatically affecting the local Kenyan economy. It has also negatively impacted our ability to subsidize local Kenyan students in our programs. Obviously, SFS remains deeply concerned about our ability to sustain our field station and research program in Kenya under such adverse financial circumstance



100 Years of Jewish Life in Kenya
Submitted by Barbara Steenstrup, Warden for Kitisuru


T

his year the Jewish community in Kenya is celebrating its centennial. There will be a series of events throughout the later part of the year, a book highlighting events and the role that Jews have played in the development of Kenya, both gala affairs and religious commemorations, and a cook book. Some former members of the community are returning to Kenya to be part of the celebrations. Many are hard at work with preparations.

To quote from the introduction to the book, “Jews in Kenya have never been numerous, and the membership of the Nairobi Hebrew Congregation has never exceeded 180. Nevertheless, they have been remarkably influential in the development of the country.”

The community is unique, comprising Jewry from all corners of the earth, Sephardic and Ashkenazi, from countries as diverse as Russia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Czechoslovakia, Germany, the United Kingdom, the United States and Canada, Israel, Yemen, Iraq, India, Morocco and South Africa -- and native-born Kenyan Jews. Our community is a microcosm of the Jewish Diaspora, as are the stories of how each one of us arrived in Kenya.

The community was recently described by a member as ‘an orthodox, not observant community’. Few keep kosher and observe the rules that often demonstrate that one is an observant Jew. But some do, and the rest try to make it possible for them to continue to do so. The designation of the synagogue as orthodox, with separate seating for women and men, and services carried out according to orthodox rules, makes it possible for all visiting Jews, whatever their own practices, to participate in religious observances.

If you or someone you know would like to participate in the centennial events or come to services any Friday evening or Saturday morning, please get in touch with Barbara Steenstrup, telephone: 583545/6 or 0733-623007 for more information.

International Livestock Research Institute ILRI

submitted by Thomas Randolph – Warden for ILRI

What ILRI Does

I

nternational Livestock Research Institute (ILRI),is based in Africa and working worldwide, helps reduce poverty, hunger and environmental degradation through global livestock research. The products of this livestock research raise whole-farm productivity and sustainability. ILRI is one of 16 Future Harvest Centres supported by the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research. Most of these Centres are located in developing countries and all are working to help solve severe problems in developing-country agriculture. ILRI is funded by more than 50 private, public and government organizations of the North and South, including the World Bank and the United Nations, and collaborates with about 500 institutions-some 300 in developing countries, 100 in developed countries, 50 international and regional organizations and 50 non-governmental organizations and private companies.

Conditions in poor tropical countries are harsh for animals and people alike. Livestock yields are just one-quarter those in developed regions because of a dearth of livestock feeds, a devastating animal disease burden, low-yielding stock, rapidly diminishing livestock and forage biodiversity, poor access to markets, unresponsive policy environments and environmental decline. ILRI and its partners address all of these problems and disseminate their findings through print and online publications, information services and training programs. Demand for livestock foods 

in developing countries will more than double over the next twenty years. ILRI works with its wealth of partners to use the best of science to make this Livestock Revolution work for the poor.

Services to Kenyans and Americans

This international science centre conducting first-rate research on severe livestock-related problems of poor people in developing countries has much to offer its host country Kenya, including training from kitchen workers young Kenyans to remain in their country working professionally rather than leaving for opportunities abroad. Over 400 Kenyans work at through doctoral degrees in livestock research and offers opportunities for ILRI in support and scientific capacity.

ILRI offers Americans based both in America and here opportunities to address developing-country problems --- and thus make a difference in the lives of many people as well as further their professional skills and interests.  ILRI often undertakes several research projects in collaboration with US universities, and occasionally hosts American student interns.
Number of Years ILRI has been in Kenya
ILRI has existed in Kenya for 31 years---since 1972. ILRI's predecessor, the International Laboratory for Research on Animal Diseases (ILRAD), was established in Kenya, at Kabete, in 1972. ILRAD joined with the Addis Ababa-based International Livestock Centre for Africa (ILCA), in 1995 to become ILRI---the International Livestock Research Institute.

How the Travel Warning Has Affected ILRI Activities/Programs

The travel warning has had a very significant impact on our work, having (1) disrupted on-going research collaboration with American and other partners, (2) hampered the initiation of new research collaboration, and (3) restricted our own travel.

Since the Travel Warning was announced, each time collaborating researchers from certain US universities (e.g. Michigan State University) plan to travel to Kenya, they require special permission from their university because of insurance issues.  Michigan State University has generally allowed individual faculty who are familiar with the country to come to Kenya for a limited visit.  Scientists from the US lead a Michigan State University study abroad program in Kenya, and use the program as an opportunity to stay in Kenya before or after the program to do research as visiting scientists with ILRI.  The MSU Kenya study abroad programs were cancelled in 2003, and MSU is considering canceling them in 2004 if the advisory continues.  This has affected MSU students, MSU faculty and the Kenyan economy.

One ILRI researcher notes having to cancel at least 3-4 major conferences and field trips here in Kenya since the Travel Warning was issued due to participants' unwillingness to travel to Kenya.

ILRI has been notified in several instances of potential visitors intending to explore collaboration with ILRI, canceling their travel due to the travel warning, including one delegation of university professors this past week.

Numbers of Americans Working at ILRI:

7 Americans full-time, of which 2 are here with families

1 American part-time (visiting researcher from a US university)

REDHILL PLACE TREATMENT CENTER (RHP)

THE RAPHAELITES

submitted by Teresa Ngigi, Program Director

Mission Statement: Our mission is to provide a continuum of holistic care to the universal family suffering from addictive illness.

R

edhill place is a non-profit making organization operated by the Raphaelites, who are a public charitable trust, legally registered in Kenya and dedicated in non-profit services to alcoholics and other drug addicts, which operates treatment and counseling services for alcohol and dug dependency.  It is a Treatment Centre for alcoholism and other drug addiction, situated near Green Acres School (follow the signs), 5 km of Limuru Road.

The treatment philosophy at Redhill Place is geared towards total abstinence from all mood-altering substances and takes in the physical, mental, emotional, social and spiritual aspects of each patient’s life.

Redhill Place opened its doors on April 2nd, 2001. It is a non-profit making public charitable trust.  For support,

ADDICTION.
Alcoholism/drug addiction is one of the health problems with a direct negative impact on social economic development, which also totals up to the common natural family institution in the community and has seen thousands of families abandoned by otherwise responsible fathers or mothers or guardians. It is also continuing now at alarming rates un-noticed, claiming younger lives of people due to lack of proper programs to handle the habit at both Governmental and social levels.

Our statistics show that the effect of alcoholism has interfered with the living results in the following manners:

· It interferes with the economically productive men and women adversely affecting the labor market and greater family income. Brings unbearable hardships to families due to fragmented psychological and social family progress.

· It increases health hazards and unwarranted deaths due to motor accidents or starvation to children of the victims who may be vulnerable due to age etc.

Redhill Treatment Center is at the forefront in combating alcoholism/drug addiction in our country.  It has responded by putting in place the following measures to help prevent further suffering in dealing with the abuse.

· A readily established treatment center with enough personnel and orientation towards the drug addiction world.

· Recognizes alcoholism as a development, family and social welfare problem.

· Redhill and National/private hospitals discussed relations as a priority to control drug use through intervention.

· Recognizes resource mobilization needs for the problem.

· High-level relationship and discussions with both the civic and non-civic national societies including churches, related NGO’s and international organizations.

PROJECT JUSTIFICATION:

· Problems to be addressed and present situation:

· Lack of awareness action and poverty

· Addiction and crime:

· Lack of quality services:

Redhill Place offers holistic therapy namely intensive counseling, emotional therapy, group therapy, nutritional therapy, occupational therapy, family therapy and life skills. It is hoped that once the patient leaves treatment, they will have acquired the skills necessary to help them live sober in a world that is not so sober.

GENERAL INFORMATION AND USEFUL CONTACTS 

AMBASSADOR’S SELF HELP FUND

Terri Blackmore

US Embassy 

P.O. Box 606

00621 Village Market

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: 363-6000

E-mail: selfhelp@state.gov
The criteria for application changes periodically. Please call the Self-Help Coordinator on 020 363 6282 for a copy of the latest guidelines and an application form, or for more information about the fund

U.S. Embassy Marine Detachment

Are you interested in Flag football, softball or ultimate Frisbee? Contact the U.S. Marine Detachment in Nairobi for schedules and times.  E-mail;

DetCmdrMSGNairobi@state.gov 

AMERICAN BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 

For membership please send e-mail to: aba@iconnect.co.ke
PRIVATE SECTOR FUNDING

C/o USAID, Zack Ratemo, 

Tel: 862 400 ext 2227

E-mail: Zratemo@usaid.gov
Alcoholics Anonymous 

Contact information:  Father Agnone, AA Help Line, 784654 and Barbara and Charlie Simpson, 566241.   

There is also a Drug Help Line at 374 3377
Peace-corps Kenya

The director

P. O. Box 30518

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel:444 8694

Fax: 444 8722

www.peacecorps.gov
CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL (CDC)

The Director

P. O. Box 606

Nairobi, Kenya

Village Market 

00621 Nairobi, Kenya

Tel:  2713008

E-mail: emarum@cdcnairobi.mimcom.net
American Reference Center- Public Affairs

U.S. Embassy

Hours of operation- 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 09:00- 16.00

Wednesday 09:00-13:00

Friday        09:00-12:00

The center has approximately 2000 books, 30 periodicals and newspaper subscription, full Internet.

American women’s association (awa) of kenya

Tel: 0722-232 899 or 3762108

To volunteer in the community call Volunteer Services Committee call 0733 346 07

E-mail: awaofkenya@yahoo.com 
U.S. Army Medical Research Unit

The Commander

P. O. Box 606

Nairobi, Kenya

Village Market 

00621 Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: 2729303

Fax: 2714592 

E-mail: mruk@nairobi.mimcom.net
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ORGANIZED BY THE AMERICAN BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
SATURDAY JULY 3RD 2004

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF KENYA

PEPONI ROAD
11.00 AM - 4.00 PM

RAFFLE!   GREAT PRIZES!!! ROUND TRIP TO THE USA WITH EMIRATES AIRLINES! PLUS MANY MORE PRIZES!!!

CHILDRENS ACTIVITIES!!!

OFFICIAL CEREMONY!!!!!

GAMES!!! MUSIC!!!

TUG OF WAR!!!!!!!

LUNCH: FARMERS CHOICE: COCA COLA: KENYA BREWERIES:

SPONSORED BY:
MICROSOFT: CITIBANK:  EVEREADY: GENERAL MOTORS

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT RICK ON 0733 610 970

Consular Section will be having a Consular Booth where we will provide information. 

[image: image2.wmf]
Consular Section

· American Citizen Services

Public Hours:

Monday - Thursday 
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

(Except the last Wed. of the Month)                                                                                                                                                                                                                     






Friday


8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

For Mission Personnel  8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.



American Citizen Services:



375 3704

Warden Network Coordinator:



375 3704

E-mail Address:





kenya_acs@state.gov (For use by American Citizens only)

· Consular Lines of Communication
Immigrant and Non-Immigrant Visas are processed and issued by appointment.

Non Immigrant Visa Renewal Drop Box is available Monday through Thursday mornings between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.  No appointment is necessary.

Please contact the relevant numbers below for information or to schedule appointments:

Consular Automated General Information Line:

375-3700

Consular Fax:





363-6410

Consular E-Mail: 





Consularnairob@state.gov
Embassy Switchboard:




363-6000

Embassy After-Hours Emergency Line:


363-6170 or 0722-204 445

Embassy Fax:





363-6157

Immigrant Visa Information:



375-3705

Non-Immigrant Visa Appointment Line:
375-3706

Mon – Thur. 8am and 3pm and 

Fri between 8am and 12pm

Consular Cashier Hours:




Monday through Thursday:
7:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. and 

12:45 p.m. to 3:30  p.m.

Friday:  8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

· U.S. Mailing Address




Consular Section





American Embassy Nairobi



U.S. Department of State
     

Washington, DC 20521-8900
· Local Mailing Address

Consular Section - U.S. Embassy

P. O. Box 606, Village Market

00621 Nairobi, Kenya






**************************************************************************************************************************************************

Department of Homeland Security (formally INS):


Tel No: 
363-6111 

Fax No: 
363-6103

DHS services are available Tuesday and Thursday, by appointment, from 1:30pm to 3:00pm
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