Following is post’s 2004 Trafficking in Persons report.  Answers are keyed to questions in reftel.

Q18A.  -- A. Is the country a country of origin, transit or destination for international trafficked men, women, or children?

No.  There is no evidence that the Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI) is a country of origin, transit or destination for trafficked persons.  Prostitution by Chinese immigrants in connection with the increasing presence of People's Republic of China and Taiwanese business activities, including shipping and fishing, exists, so there is the potential for problems in the future.  However, at this point, there is no evidence that the prostitution includes trafficking.
What is (are) the source(s) of available information on trafficking in persons? How reliable are the numbers and these sources? 

The primary source for our information is the Attorney General (AG's) office.  However, prostitution is a significant problem here, and there are frequent media stories and rumors on that issue.  None of these ever describe the problem as a trafficking problem, and on an island this small (population 25,000) any reports of trafficking would spread quickly.

Q19A. Does the government acknowledge that trafficking is a problem in that country? -- No.  If no, why not?  There is no evidence that trafficking is a problem here.

Q19B. Which government agencies are involved in anti- trafficking efforts? -- The Attorney General (AG) and Immigration would take the lead if there were a problem.

Q19C. Are there or have there been government-run anti- trafficking information or education campaigns? -- No.

Q19D. Does the government support other programs to prevent trafficking? -- No.

Q19E. Is the government able to support prevention programs? -- Yes, if there were a problem resources could be found.

Q19F. What is the relationship between government officials, NGOs, other relevant organizations and other elements of civil society on the trafficking issue? -- None, trafficking is not an issue here.

Q19G. Does the government adequately monitor its borders? -- No. -- Does it monitor immigration and emigration patterns for evidence of trafficking? -- No. -- Do law enforcement agencies respond appropriately to such evidence? -- N/A.

Q20A. Does the country have a law specifically prohibiting trafficking in persons--both trafficking for sexual exploitation and trafficking for non-sexual purposes (e.g. forced labor)? – No. -- If not, under what other laws can traffickers be prosecuted?  For example, are there laws against slavery or the exploitation of prostitution by means of coercion or fraud? Are these other laws being used in trafficking cases? Are these laws, taken together, adequate to cover the full scope of trafficking in persons? -- The AG believes that anti-prostitution, kidnapping, and related legislation is adequate to deal with the problem as it exists in the RMI at this time.  He is studying the requirement to introduce additional legislation t bring the RMI up to international standards.

Q20B. What are the penalties for traffickers of people for sexual exploitation? -- N/A. -- For traffickers of people for labor exploitation? -- N/A.

Q20C. What are the penalties for rape or forcible sexual assault? – 25 years imprisonment. -- How do they compare to the penalty for sex trafficking? -- N/A

Q20D. Has the Government prosecuted any cases against traffickers? -- No. 

Q20E. Is there any information or reports of who is behind the trafficking? -- N/A

Q20F. Does the government actively investigate cases of trafficking? -- No

Q20G. Does the government provide any specialized training for government officials in how to recognize, investigate, and prosecute instances of trafficking? -- No.

Q20H. Does the government cooperate with other governments in the investigation and prosecution of trafficking cases? -- The government is very cooperative with USG law enforcement when required.  There have been no requests for assistance on TIP cases.

Q20I. Does the government extradite persons who are charged with trafficking in other countries? -- Would depend on the extradition agreement, but in principal yes. -- If so, can post provide the number of traffickers extradited? -- N/A. -- Does the government extradite its own nationals charged with such offenses? -- Would depend on the extradition agreement, but in principal yes.

Q20J. Is there evidence of government involvement in or tolerance of trafficking, on a local or institutional level? -- No.

Q20K. If government officials are involved in trafficking, what steps has the government taken to end such participation? N/A. Have any government officials been prosecuted for involvement in trafficking or trafficking- related corruption? -- No. -- Have any been convicted? -- N/A. 

Q21L. Has the government signed, ratified, and/or taken steps to implement the following international instruments? Please provide the date of signature/ratification if appropriate: ILO Convention 182 concerning the prohibition and immediate action for the elimination of the worst forms of child labor. --ILO Convention 29 and 105 on forced or compulsory labor. --The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on the sale of children, child prostitution, and child pornography. --The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children, supplementing the UN Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime.

The GRMI has not signed or ratified any of these agreements.

3. G/TIP Embassy Majuro point of contact on trafficking in persons is:


Thomas Praster


Deputy Chief of Mission


Phone: (692) 247-4011 x242


Fax:     (692) 247-4012

