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MEMORANDUM

To:

All American Wardens
From:

Jennifer Danover, Acting Consul
Subject:

Warden Notice 2004 – 7

Please circulate the following message immediately to all American citizens within your area of responsibility:

With the detention of several individuals in Kuwait for suspected activities against the U.S. military in Kuwait and Iraq, the Embassy would like to remind all U.S. citizens to be aware of their security posture at all times.  American citizens should be alert to their surroundings, vary their times and routes when traveling, and avoid areas where Westerners congregate.  Please refer to the Middle East and North Africa Public Announcement below for more security information.

Begin Text

MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA 
June 18, 2004 

This Public Announcement is being updated to alert U.S. citizens that the U.S. Government has received information that extremists may be planning to carry out attacks against Westerners and oil workers in the Persian Gulf region, beyond Saudi Arabia. U.S. citizens are reminded to maintain a high level of vigilance and to take appropriate steps to increase their security awareness. This Public Announcement supersedes the Public Announcement issued on April 29, 2004, and expires November 20, 2004.

The Department is concerned that extremists may be planning to carry out attacks against Westerners and oil workers in the Gulf region, beyond Saudi Arabia. Recent armed attacks targeting foreign nationals in Saudi Arabia that resulted in many deaths and injuries, including U.S. citizens, appear to have been preceded by extensive surveillance. Extremists may be surveilling Westerners, particularly at hotels and those using rental cars. U.S. contractors may be some of the potential targets. 

In light of the ongoing tensions in the Middle East, the Department of State continues to warn of the possibility for demonstrations and violent actions against U.S. citizens and interests in the region. Anti-American violence could include possible terrorist actions against aviation, ground transportation and maritime interests, specifically in the Middle East, including the Red Sea, Persian Gulf, the Arabian Peninsula and North Africa. 

Credible information has indicated terrorist groups may continue attacks against U.S. interests in the Middle East. Terrorist actions may include additional suicide operations, bombings, hijackings, kidnappings and targeted attacks resulting in death. These attacks may involve aviation, ground transportation and maritime interests. While conventional weapons such as explosive devices are a more immediate threat in many areas, use of non-conventional weapons, including chemical or biological agents must be considered a possible threat. Terrorists do not distinguish between official and civilian targets. Increased security at official U.S. facilities has led terrorists and their sympathizers to seek softer targets such as public transportation, residential areas, and public areas where people congregate.

On occasion, the travel of official personnel at embassies and consulates around the world is restricted because of security concerns, and these posts may recommend that private U.S. citizens avoid the same areas if at all possible. Services to U.S. citizens in countries abroad may be affected if employees’ movements are restricted. If this happens, U.S. embassies and consulates will make every effort to provide emergency services to U.S. citizens. In case office hours are reduced, U.S. citizens in need of emergency assistance should telephone the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate before visiting in person. 

In addition, U.S. citizens planning to travel to the Middle East or North Africa should consult the Department of State's country-specific Public Announcements, Travel Warnings, Consular Information Sheets, the Worldwide Caution Public Announcement and other information, Fact Sheets, and regional travel brochures available on the Consular Affairs Internet website at http://travel.state.gov. Up-to-date information on security conditions can also be obtained by calling 1-888-407-4747 in the U.S. and for callers outside the U.S. and Canada a regular toll line at 1-317-472-2328. 

End Text

American citizens with any questions or concerns may telephone the Embassy at 539-5307/5308, extension 2240.  In case of an emergency outside business hours, American citizens may reach the Embassy duty officer by calling 538-2097/2098, or, 539-5307, ext. 5008. 

This message may be accessed on the Embassy web-site, http://kuwait.usembassy.gov, or on a 24-hour recording by dialing the Embassy telephone number, 539-5307/8, extension 5219. 

American citizens in Kuwait who would like to receive future Warden Messages from the Embassy directly by e-mail may sign up for this service by sending an e-mail to the following address: join-wardenmessagekuwait@mh.databack.com.

American citizens in Kuwait who are not yet registered with the Embassy are urged to register their presence as soon as possible.  American citizens may register in person by coming to the American Citizen Services Unit, Consular Section, Saturday through Wednesday from1pm-3pm or from 9am-11am, Saturday, Sunday, Tuesday and Wednesday.  American citizens may also register on-line through the Embassy web-site at http://kuwait.usembassy.gov.  American citizens already registered with the Embassy are encouraged to update their registration information regularly.

