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February 8, 2004

MEMORANDUM

To:

All American Wardens
From:

Sean Murphy, Consul
Subject:

Warden Notice 2004 – 2
Please circulate the following message immediately to all American citizens within your area of responsibility:

Begin Text

The Embassy would like to remind the American community in Kuwait that the U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, has selected Kuwait as one of three countries (France and Mexico are the others) in which to conduct a preliminary census of overseas American citizens known as the “Overseas Enumeration Test”.  The purpose of this preliminary census is to determine the feasibility, quality and cost of collecting accurate census data from American citizens living overseas.   U.S. citizens can participate in this census by filling out a questionnaire from now until July 2004 via the Internet at www.census.gov/overseas04.   The Embassy expects to receive hard copies of the questionnaire in the next few weeks and will make these available in the Citizen Services waiting room.

The Department of State has introduced an important change in U.S. passport application procedures for minors.   As of  February 1, 2004 the Department requires the personal appearance of all minors applying for U.S. passports. This new requirement has been implemented to enhance the accurate identification of applicants and aid in the prevention of international child abduction and substitution.    Separate parental relationship documentation and consent requirements continue for children under age 14.  

For additional information about passport application requirements, please visit www.travel.state.gov or call the National Passport Information Center at 1-877-487-2778.

The 2004 Elections are fast approaching and the U.S. Embassy would like to encourage all U.S. citizens to register to vote.  Registration and absentee ballot request postcards can now be picked up at the American Citizens Service windows during regular service hours, 1 PM-3 PM Saturday-Wednesday.  The Embassy will forward completed postcards to the appropriate state’s voter registration office on behalf of the applicant.  2004 Voting Assistance Guide Books can be viewed on-line at www.fvap.gov.  Please contact the Consular Section if you have any questions about absentee voting.

Unfortunately, the Embassy has not yet received federal income tax forms from the IRS.  Tax forms and information can be obtained on-line at www.irs.gov.  A separate announcement will be made once the tax forms are available at the Embassy.

End Text

American citizens with any questions or concerns may telephone the Embassy at 539-5307/5308, extension 2240.  In case of an emergency outside business hours, American citizens may reach the Embassy duty officer by calling 538-2097/2098, or, 539-5307, ext. 5008. 

This message may be accessed on the Embassy web-site, www.usembassy.gov.kw, or on a 24-hour recording by dialing the Embassy telephone number, 539-5307/8, extension 5219. 

American citizens in Kuwait who would like to receive future Warden Messages from the Embassy directly by e-mail may sign up for this service by sending an e-mail to the following address: join-wardenmessagekuwait@mh.databack.com.

American citizens in Kuwait who are not yet registered with the Embassy are urged to register their presence as soon as possible.  American citizens may register in person by coming to the American Citizen Services Unit, Consular Section, Saturday through Wednesday from 1-3PM American citizens may also register on-line through the Embassy web-site at www.usembassy.gov.kw.  American citizens already registered with the Embassy are encouraged to update their registration information regularly.

