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MEMORANDUM

To:

All American Wardens

From:

Sean Murphy, Consul

Subject:

Warden Notice 2003 - 18

Please circulate the following message immediately to all American citizens within your area of responsibility.

Begin Text

The U.S. Embassy wishes to remind American citizens in Kuwait of the need to be especially cautious and vigilant during this period of heightened concern.  There is a continuing threat of anti-American violence, including terrorist actions that may target civilians, specifically in the Middle East, including the Persian Gulf, the Arabian Peninsula and North Africa. The U.S. Department of State’s April 21 Public Announcement – Worldwide Caution (Warden Notice 14) and May 5 Public Announcement – Middle East and North Africa (Warden Notice 17) remain in effect.  

U.S. citizens are encouraged to maintain a high level of vigilance and to take appropriate steps to increase their security awareness.  Credible information has indicated terrorist groups may be planning attacks against U.S. interests in the Middle East.  Terrorist actions may include suicide operations, bombings or kidnappings. While conventional weapons such as explosive devices are a more immediate threat in many areas, use of non-conventional weapons, including chemical or biological agents, must be considered a possible threat.  Terrorists do not distinguish between official and civilian targets.  Increased security at official U.S. facilities has led terrorists and their sympathizers to seek softer targets such as residential areas, clubs, restaurants, places of worship, hotels, schools, outdoor recreation events, resorts and beaches.

The Embassy also informs American citizens in Kuwait that on May 13, the Department of State ordered the departure of all non-emergency personnel and family members from the U.S. Embassy and Consulates in Saudi Arabia and issued a new Travel Warning for that country.  On May 15, the Department of State issued a Public Announcement for Saudi Arabia to alert American citizens to the possibility of a terrorist attack in Jeddah in the near future.  American citizens may view this Travel Warning and Public Announcement at the Department of State’s web-site at www.travel.state.gov.  The Department warns U.S. citizens to defer all non-emergency travel to Saudi Arabia at this time.  

American citizens are also strongly encouraged to consult the Overseas Security Advisory Council (OSAC) web-site at www.ds-osac.org for additional information and specific recommendations for improving their security awareness while overseas.  The web-site also provides detailed information on potential indicators of terrorist actions and guidance on protective measures American citizens can take to enhance their security.      

End Text

American citizens with any questions or concerns may telephone the Embassy at 539-5307/5308, extension 2240.  In case of emergency outside business hours, American citizens may reach the Embassy duty officer by calling 538-2097/2098, or, 539-5307, ext. 5008.  

This message may be accessed on the Embassy web-site, www.usembassy.gov.kw, or on a 24-hour recording by dialing the Embassy telephone number, 539-5307/8, extension 5219. 

American citizens in Kuwait who would like to receive future Warden Messages from the Embassy directly by e-mail may sign up for this service by sending an e-mail to the following address: join-wardenmessagekuwait@mh.databack.com.

American citizens in Kuwait who are not yet registered with the Embassy are urged to register their presence as soon as possible.  American citizens may register in person by coming to the American Citizen Services Unit, Consular Section, Saturday through Wednesday between 0900-1100AM or 1300-1500PM.  American citizens may also register on-line through the Embassy web-site at www.usembassy.gov.kw.  American citizens already registered with the Embassy are urged to update their registration information (if there are any changes) on-line through the Embassy web-site.  

