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MEMORANDUM

To:
All American Wardens

From:
Sean Murphy, Consul

Subject:
Warden Notice 2003 - 16

On May 1, 2003, the U.S. Department of State issued a new Travel Warning for Saudi Arabia.  It is not normally our practice to circulate travel warnings applicable to other countries as Warden messages here in Kuwait.  Nonetheless, we have decided to make an exception in this case given the fact that Americans in Kuwait visit Saudi Arabia on business and for other reasons with some frequency.  Please circulate the attached Travel Warning for Saudi Arabia to all American citizens within your areas of responsibility.

Begin Text

Travel Warning – Saudi Arabia

U.S. Department of State

May 1, 2003

“This Travel Warning is being updated to alert U.S. citizens to increased security concerns in Saudi Arabia.  This Travel Warning supersedes that of February 12, 2003.

The Department of State warns U.S. citizens to defer non-essential travel to Saudi Arabia.  Information indicates that terrorist groups may be in the final phases of planning attacks against U.S. interests in Saudi Arabia.  There is no information regarding the possible target.  Non-emergency personnel and family members of the U.S. Embassy and Consulates in Saudi Arabia continue to be authorized to depart Saudi Arabia on a voluntary basis.  Private U.S. citizens currently in Saudi Arabia should evaluate their own security situations, and should consider departing Saudi Arabia.  The U.S. Embassy and Consulates have advised employees and family members to limit travel to essential business only.

As stated in the current Public Announcement, Middle East and North Africa Update, Americans are reminded of the potential for further terrorist actions against U.S. citizens abroad, specifically in the Middle East, including the Persian Gulf.  

Personnel at the United States Embassy and Consulates in Saudi Arabia remain available to provide emergency information and services to American citizens.

U.S. citizens who remain in Saudi Arabia despite this Travel Warning are encouraged to register at the Consular Section of the U.S. Embassy in Riyadh, or at the Consulates in Jeddah and Dhahran, and enroll in the warden system (emergency alert network) in order to obtain updated information on travel and security in Saudi Arabia.

As the Department continues to develop information on any potential security threats to U.S. citizens overseas, it shares credible threat information through its Consular Information Program documents, available on the Internet at http://travel.state.gov.  In addition to information on the Internet, U.S. travelers can get up-to-date information on security conditions by calling 1-888-407-4747 in the U.S. and outside the U.S. and Canada on a regular toll line at 1-317-472-2328.

U.S. citizens should also consult the Department of State’s Consular Information Sheet for Saudi Arabia and the World Wide Caution Public Announcement on the Department’s Internet web-site at http://travel.state.gov.”

End Text of Travel Warning for Saudi Arabia

The U.S. Embassy, Consular Section, American Citizen Services Unit is open to the public from 9-11 AM and 1-3 PM Saturday through Wednesday.  The U.S. Embassy’s Non-Immigrant Visa Unit is open for visa services on a first-come first-serve basis from 8-10 AM Saturday, Sunday, Tuesday and Wednesday.  The U.S. Embassy’s Immigrant Visa Unit provides immigration visa services by appointment only by calling 539-5307, extension 2524.      

American citizens in Kuwait who have not registered with the Embassy are encouraged to do so in order to be included in the Embassy’s security and travel information alert network (Warden System).  Consular registration may be done on-line at http://www.usembassy.gov.kw/registration-main.htm.  American citizens already registered are urged to update their information regularly.

The U.S. Embassy in Kuwait is located at Al-Masjid Al-Aqsa Street, Plot 14, Block 14, Bayan, Kuwait. The mailing address is P.O. Box 77, Safat 13001, Kuwait.  Additional information about consular services may be obtained at the Embassy’s web-site at  http://www.usembassy.gov.kw. 

End Text

