Embassy of the United States of America






Kuwait City






April 22, 2003

MEMORANDUM

To:
All American Wardens

From:
Sean Murphy, Consul

Subject:
Warden Notice 2003 - 14

Please circulate the following Public Announcement–Worldwide Caution issued by the U.S. Department of State on April 21, 2003 and other important information to all American citizens within your areas of responsibility:

Begin Text

Public Announcement—Worldwide Caution

U.S. Department of State

April 21, 2003

“This supersedes the Worldwide Caution dated March 19, 2003.  It is being issued to remind U.S. citizens of the continuing threat of terrorist actions that may target civilians and of the need to remain vigilant.  The U.S. Government remains deeply concerned about the security of U.S. citizens overseas.  U.S. citizens are encouraged to maintain a high level of vigilance and to take appropriate steps to increase their security awareness.  This Worldwide Caution expires on September 20, 2003.

Tensions remaining from the recent events in Iraq may increase the potential threat to U.S. citizens and interests abroad, including by terrorist groups.  Terrorist actions may include, but are not limited to, suicide operations, bombings or kidnappings.  Possible threats include conventional weapons such as explosive devices or non-conventional weapons, including chemical or biological agents.  Terrorists do not distinguish between official and civilian targets.  These may include facilities where American citizens and other foreigners congregate or visit, such as residential areas, clubs, restaurants, places of worship, schools, hotels, outdoor recreation events or resorts and beaches.  If such facilities cannot be avoided, U.S. citizens should increase their security awareness at such locations.

U.S. Government facilities worldwide remain at a heightened state of alert.  These facilities may temporarily close or suspend public services from time to time for security reasons.  In those instances, U.S. embassies and consulates will make every effort to provide emergency services to U.S. citizens.  Americans are urged to monitor the local news and maintain contact with the nearest American embassy or consulate.

As the Department of State continues to develop information on any potential security threats to U.S. citizens overseas, it shares credible threat information through its Consular Information Program documents, available on the Internet at http://travel.state.gov.  In addition to information on the Internet, U.S. travelers can get up-to-date information on security conditions by calling 1-888-407-4747 in the U.S. and outside the U.S. and Canada on a regular toll line at 1-317-472-2328.”

End Text of Public Announcement—Worldwide Caution

The Embassy wishes to alert U.S. citizens in Kuwait to the fact that, on April 16, 2003, the U.S. Homeland Security Council reduced the threat level in the United States from Orange (high) to Yellow (elevated).  Further information about this action and about the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) may be obtained at the DHS Internet web-site at www.dhs.gov or www.ready.gov.  

There has been no change in U.S. Government guidance for American citizens regarding travel to Kuwait and the Travel Warning for Kuwait dated March 16, 2003 issued by the U.S. Department of State remains in effect at this time until further notice.  The Embassy circulated the Travel Warning for Kuwait to the American citizen community via Warden Notice on March 17, 2003.  It can be viewed at the U.S. Embassy’s web-site at www.usembassy.gov.kw.   

The Embassy also wishes to update the American citizen community on the current availability of flights in and out of Kuwait.  This information is subject to change and American citizens planning travel should contact the airlines directly regarding specific flight information.  Lufthansa resumed air service from Kuwait on Sunday, April 20, and now operates three (3) flights per week to Frankfurt via Dammam on Sunday, Wednesday and Friday at 2240hrs.  Effective May 3, 2003, Lufthansa plans to resume direct flights to Frankfurt every Saturday, Monday and Thursday at 0100hrs.  British Airways will resume flights from Kuwait to London on April 24, 2003.  As of that date, British Airways will operate two (2) flights per week to London (with one stop) on Thursday and Saturday.  In May, British Airways plans to operate three (3) flights per week to London and possibly daily service to London.  On May 5, 2003, KLM (Royal Dutch Airlines) will resume air service from Kuwait and will operate three (3) flights per week to Amsterdam via Bahrain on Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 2335hrs.  Kuwait Airways is scheduled to resume direct flights to New York on April 29, 2003. 

The U.S. Embassy Consular Section’s American Citizen Services Unit is open to the public from 9-11 AM and 1-3 PM Saturday through Wednesday.  The U.S. Embassy’s Non-Immigrant Visa Unit is open for visa services on a first-come first-serve basis from 8-10 AM Saturday, Sunday, Tuesday and Wednesday.  The U.S. Embassy’s Immigrant Visa Unit provides immigration visa services by appointment only by calling 539-5307, extension 2524.      

American citizens in Kuwait who have not registered with the Embassy are urged to do so as soon as possible in order to be included in the Embassy’s security information alert network (Warden System).  Consular registration may be done on-line at http://www.usembassy.gov.kw/registration-main.htm.  American citizens already registered are urged to update their information regularly.

The U.S. Embassy in Kuwait is located at Al-Masjid Al-Aqsa Street, Plot 14, Block 14, Bayan, Kuwait. The mailing address is P.O. Box 77, Safat 13001, Kuwait.  Additional information about consular services may be obtained at the Embassy’s web-site at  http://www.usembassy.gov.kw.  American citizens should consult the Department of State’s Public Announcements, Travel Warnings, Consular Information Sheets, Fact Sheets and regional travel brochures on the Consular Affairs Internet web-site at http://www.travel.state.gov. 
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