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April 19, 2003

MEMORANDUM

To:
All American Wardens

From:
Sean Murphy, Consul

Subject:
Warden Notice 2003 - 13

Please circulate the following U.S. Embassy announcement to all American citizens within your areas of responsibility:

Begin Text

The U.S. Embassy wishes to alert American citizens in Kuwait, particularly those who have recently arrived, of the hazards of driving in Kuwait.  American citizens should exercise caution when driving in Kuwait, particularly at night and on major highways. From January-April 2003, four American citizens died in Kuwait due to traffic accidents compared to just one American citizen death due to a traffic accident in 2002.  It is estimated that more than 200 U.S. citizens die each year due to overseas road accidents.  Although Kuwait has a modern and well-developed road network, traffic accidents are frequent due to excessive speeding, crowded road conditions and weak police enforcement of traffic laws.  American citizens in Kuwait are urged to review the U.S. Department of State’s “Road Safety Overseas” publication on the U.S Department of State’s web-site at http://travel.state.gov/road_safety.html.  American citizens are also urged to review the “Traffic Safety and Road Conditions” section of the latest Consular Information Sheet for Kuwait dated December 10, 2002, which we have excerpted below:

Traffic Safety and Road Conditions

Consular Information Sheet – Kuwait

December 10, 2002

“While in a foreign country, U.S. citizens may encounter road conditions that differ significantly from those in the United States.  The information below concerning Kuwait is provided for general reference only, and may not be totally accurate in a particular location or circumstance.

Safety of Public Transportation: Good

Urban Road Conditions/Maintenance: Good

Rural Road Conditions/Maintenance: Fair to Poor

Availability of Roadside/Ambulance Assistance: Poor

Driving in Kuwait can be hazardous.  Although Kuwait has an extensive and modern system of well-lit roads, excessive speeding on both primary and secondary roads, coupled with lax enforcement of traffic regulations and a high density of vehicles (one vehicle for ever 2.8 residents), leads to frequent and often fatal accidents.  In 2000, there were 27,696 reported vehicular accidents, and 331 traffic-accident-related deaths for a population of about 2.2 million.

The government-owned Kuwait Public Transportation Company operates bus service throughout the Kuwait City metropolitan area on 50 different routes and is widely used by the low-income expatriate labor force.  Two types of taxi service are available: 1) orange taxis work a fixed route and pick up passengers anywhere along that route and may be shared; and 2) call taxis are available at major hotels and pick up passengers at other locations on telephonic request.  Unaccompanied women should not use taxis after dark.

Visitors can use international driving permits issued by their respective countries within the time limit of their visas; however, the visitor must have liability insurance.  It is illegal to drive in Kuwait without a license and car registration documents.  If you are stopped and cannot produce them, you may be taken to a police station and held until they are presented on your behalf.

If you are in an accident, Kuwaiti law mandates that you must remain at the scene of the accident until the police arrive.

The use of seatbelts in the front seats is mandatory in Kuwait.  Driving is on the right side of the road.  Speed limits are posted.  Making a right turn on a red light is not permitted unless there is a special lane to do so with a yield sign.  Parking is not allowed where the curb is painted yellow and black.  Digital cameras for registering traffic violations, including speeding, are in use on Kuwaiti roads. 

Driving while under the influence of alcohol is a serious offense, which may result in fines, imprisonment, and/or deportation.  Repeat traffic violations or violations of a serious nature may also result in the deportation of an expatriate offender.

When a driver flashes his/her high beams in Kuwait, it is meant as a request to move your car into a slower lane to allow the driver with the flashing beams to proceed ahead.

Kuwait has one of the highest rates of cellular telephone ownership per capita in the world.  Although a regulation requiring the use of a hands-free accessory with the cellular telephone was discussed in 2000, it was never made into law, and using a cellular telephone wile driving remains legal.

Local emergency service organizations may be contacted by dialing 777.  Ambulance crews do not respond as quickly as in the United States and are often not trained paramedics.  

For additional information about road safety, including links to foreign government sites, see the Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs home page at http://travel.state.gov/road_safety.html.”

American citizens in Kuwait who have not registered with the Embassy are urged to do so as soon as possible. Consular registration may be done on line at http://www.usembassy.gov.kw/registration-main.htm.  American citizens already registered are urged to update their information.

The U.S. Embassy in Kuwait is located at Al-Masjid Al-Aqsa Street, Plot 14, Block 14, Bayan, Kuwait. The mailing address is P.O. Box 77, Safat 13001, Kuwait.  Additional information about consular services may be obtained at the Embassy’s web-site at  http://www.usembassy.gov.kw. 

American citizens should consult the Department of State’s Public Announcements, Travel Warnings, Consular Information Sheets, Fact Sheets and regional travel brochures on the Consular Affairs Internet web-site at http://www.travel.state.gov.  The Public Announcement – Middle East and North Africa Update and Public Announcement – World Wide Caution, both dated March 20, 2003, were circulated on March 20 as Warden Message 2003 – 9.  Both documents are posted on the Embassy and Department of State web-sites.  Up-to-date information on security conditions can also be obtained by calling 1-888-407-4747 in the U.S. and for callers outside the U.S. and Canada a regular toll line at 1-317-472-2328.

