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MEMORANDUM

To:
All American Wardens

From:
Sean Murphy, Consul

Subject:
Warden Notice 2003 - 10

Please circulate the following to all American citizens within your areas of responsibility:

Begin Text

As you know, the Iraqi regime has fired several missiles at Kuwait during the course of the day.  All missiles have fallen north of Kuwait City and none have impacted populated areas.   No chemical or biological agents have been detected.  We are unaware of any casualties or property damage. 

As of 2130 hrs (9:30 PM) the Kuwait International Airport remains open.  However, all European carriers have suspended service to Kuwait and several regional-based airlines have suspended or severely restricted service, as well.  Kuwait Airways is maintaining its regular flight schedule.     

In response to several inquiries, the Embassy reminds the American community that visas are required to enter Saudi Arabia.  Visas are not available at the border.  Travelers will not be permitted to pass through Kuwaiti exit controls on the Kuwait/Saudi Arabia border without a valid Saudi visa.  Women are not allowed to drive in Saudi Arabia.

American citizens in Kuwait should take prudent steps to ensure their personal safety in the coming days.  Remain vigilantly aware of surroundings, avoid crowds,  keep a low profile, vary routes and times for all travel, and ensure travel documents are current.  Listen to news reports, especially on Voice of America 96.9 FM, and maintain contact with your assigned Warden or the Embassy at 539-5307 or 539-5309 for a recorded update of developments.  The Embassy will also post updated information on its web-site at www.usembassy.gov.kw.  

At this time, the U.S. Embassy does not have plans to evacuate to a safe haven either its own employees or other American citizens.  American citizens should carefully follow the directions in this message to stay apprised of developments.  Be certain that your travel documents and those of your family members are in order in case the situation deteriorates.

In addition, American citizens should consult the Department of State’s Public Announcements, Travel Warnings, Consular Information Sheets, Fact Sheets and regional travel brochures on the Consular Affairs Internet web-site at http://travel.state.gov.   The Public Announcement – Middle East and North Africa Update and Public Announcement – World Wide Caution, both dated March 20, 2003 were circulated earlier today as Warden Message 2003 – 9.  Both documents are posted on the Embassy and Department of State Websites.   Up-to-date information on security conditions can also be obtained by calling 1-888-407-4747 in the U.S. and for callers outside the U.S. and Canada a regular toll line at 1-317-472-2328.
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