STUDENT VISA DAY – July 28, 2003

The United States of America has a long and proud tradition of welcoming young people from throughout the world to study at its colleges and universities.  On July 14, 137 Kuwaitis and other residents of Kuwait took advantage of Student Visa Day at the U.S. Embassy to apply for visas to study in the United States.  The Embassy is gratified by the popular response to Student Visa Day and is pleased to announce a second opportunity for students to apply for their visas under especially advantageous circumstances.

On Monday, July 28, students may apply for visas to study in the United States without an appointment.  Applications will be received from 8-10AM. 

All new and returning students (and their dependents) who have paid the non-immigrant visa application fee and possess a valid original I-20 or DS-2019 form issued by an educational institution in the United States and a valid passport are free to apply. In addition to a valid passport and I-20 or DS-2019 form, all applicants must also present a completed visa application form DS-156 (and DS-157, if applicable), one recent photograph measuring 5cm X 5cm with white background, application fee receipt and evidence of financial support at the time of interview.  All applicants must also meet the normal requirements for non-immigrant visa issuance under U.S. law.  

Students (and their dependents) who have already scheduled an appointment for a visa interview after July 28 may keep that appointment if they prefer.  

Please note that a student visa may not be issued more than 90 days in advance of the date listed on the I-20 as the reporting date to begin studies.  Students and their dependents are not allowed to enter the United States until at least 30 days or less prior to their start date indicated on the I-20 form.  Dependents require their own I-20 form if they plan to enter the United States unaccompanied by the student.

The Embassy hopes that this second Student Visa Day will facilitate the departure of all new and returning students to the United States in time for the Fall Semester 2003.  

Note: All other applications for non-immigrant visas are accepted by appointment only.  Appointments may be made via e-mail through the Embassy’s Internet web-site (www.usembassy.gov.kw, “Visa Appointment Request” link) or in person at the Embassy between 11AM and 12PM Saturday, Sunday, Tuesday and Wednesday.  Appointments will not be made over the telephone.   Persons who have an urgent need to travel that precludes them from making an appointment should fax a request for immediate interview to the Embassy Consular Section at 539-2484.   Requests for interviews outside the appointment system must be based on genuine need (i.e., travel for urgent medical attention) rather than convenience or failure to make plans in advance.

