Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS)

The Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) is a permanent electronic verification system that records all significant information pertaining to international students and exchange visitor program participants in the United States.  SEVIS was fully implemented on February 15, 2003.  As of this date, all Forms I-20 issued by academic and vocational educational institutions in the U.S. and all Forms DS-2019 issued by exchange visitor program sponsors must be created within SEVIS.  Dependents of students (i.e., spouse, child) must receive their own individually issued SEVIS documents for travel to the U.S.  

First-time students and exchange visitors will be able to enter the U.S. with non-SEVIS documents issued prior to February 15, 2003.  However, after this date, all continuing students and exchange visitors must present a SEVIS-generated Form I-20 or Form DS-2019 in support of a student visa application.  

If a student visa applicant presents a SEVIS Form I-20 or Form DS-2019 issued on or after February 15, 2003 at the time of visa interview for which there is no corresponding SEVIS record, the student visa applicant will be advised at the time of interview to contact his or her school/program regarding the need for an electronic SEVIS entry.

