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U.S. EMBASSY KUWAIT 

Non-Immigrant Visa Requirements

Applications for tourist and other non-immigrant visas are accepted by appointment only. Special administrative requirements may cause processing delays in certain cases.  Applicants should apply well in advance of their intended travel.  All applicants except children under 14 years old and adults over 79 years old must personally appear at the Embassy for an interview.  All applicants must submit the following:


1. A completed and signed visa application form (DS-156).  All male applicants between the ages of 16 and 45 must also submit a completed supplemental form (DS-157).  All questions on the DS forms must be answered completely.   Incomplete or unsigned forms will not be accepted.

2. A 5cm x 5cm photograph (either color or black and white), full face (looking directly at the camera), against a white background. Head coverings are acceptable for persons who wear them due to religious beliefs but may not obscure any portion of the face, to include the forehead, jawline, eyebrows, and cheeks.  Photos of military, airline or other personnel wearing hats are not acceptable.

3. A valid passport, with names written in English, even for children included in a parent’s passport.

4. A Burgan Bank receipt for the equivalent in Kuwaiti Dinar (KD) of the 100.00 USD visa application fee. The fee is non-refundable, even if the visa is not issued.  Holders of diplomatic passports and applicants for diplomatic visas do not pay the application fee.  In addition to the application fee, applicants of certain nationalities (not Kuwaiti) must pay an issuance fee if a visa is approved.  The issuance fee varies according to country of nationality and is based on reciprocity.  Issuance fees for each nationality are available on the Internet at: http://travel.state.gov/reciprocity/index.htm.

Additional Requirements: 

For Students: a completed and signed application form (DS-158), a valid I-20 form issued by the school, and evidence of financial support..  A student visa may not be issued more than 90 days in advance of the date listed on the I-20 as the reporting date to begin studies.  Students and their dependents are not allowed to enter the United States until at least 30 days or less according to their start/program date indicated on the I-20 form.  Dependents of the student (spouse, child) require their own I-20 form if they will be entering the United States without the student accompanying them.  If accompanied by the student, the dependents should be listed on the reverse of the I-20 by the school.    

For Domestic Servants:  An employment contract signed by the employer and by the domestic servant.  Contract forms may be obtained from the U.S. Embassy.  Sponsors must agree to pay the servant the legal U.S. minimum (currently $5.15/hr. per 40 hr. work week, $8.72/hr. for hours in excess of 40 per week) or prevailing wage, whichever is higher, during their stay in the United States.  The applicant must have worked for the employer a minimum of one year prior to employment.  The employer is strongly encouraged to attend the interview.

NOTE: All applicants must be able to convince a Consular Officer that they have social and economic ties to a residence abroad strong enough to compel them to return there after a temporary stay in the United States.  Documentation of employment, income, family ties, length of time in Kuwait, and/or property in Kuwait may be useful during the visa interview.  However, no specific documents are required.  For further information, please consult the Embassy Internet web-site at www.usembassy.gov.kw.  To make an appointment, please utilize the “Visa Appointment Request” link on the Embassy’s web-site or visit the Embassy in person between 11:00AM and 12:00PM any work day except Monday.

