Tips and Advice for Visa Applicants Seeking Medical Treatment in the United States


The United States of America has some of the world’s most advanced medical facilities, and is proud to welcome overseas visitors seeking medical treatment.

The US Embassy in Kuwait is committed to helping patients and their families make plans to travel to the United States for medical treatment.   We offer the following tips and suggestions, which can help make the process of applying for a US tourist visa as quick as possible:

The US Embassy does not require an official letter from the Ministry of Health to issue a visa to a medical patient or traveling companions. 

We do require proof of a patient’s ability to pay for medical treatment and the Ministry of Health letter is one way to establish this.  There are, however, other ways this can be established: for example, through bank statements, letters from other government ministries, or proof of insurance.

A confirmed medical appointment is not a requirement to apply for a visa.

If you need urgent medical treatment in the United States there is no need to wait until a medical appointment has been made before applying for the visa.

Visa applications are made by appointment.  When making a visa appointment, please inform us that you wish to travel for medical treatment. 

The Embassy gives immediate appointments to people traveling for medical care and their companions.  Appointments can be made in person at the Embassy Saturdays, Sundays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays between 11 AM and 12 PM or through the Visa Appointment Request link on the Embassy’s homepage at kuwait.usembassy.gov  

Please check with our website and/or information sheets before coming to your appointment to make sure you have collected all items required for the interview including Burgan Bank receipt and photographs. 

The Embassy website provides a detailed list of our photograph requirements, and a list of photography studios familiar with these requirements at kuwait.usembassy.gov
Under U.S. law all visa applicants, including those seeking medical treatment in the United States, must demonstrate strong social and economic ties to a residence abroad. 

The interviewing consular officer will want to know about your history and 

personal circumstances in Kuwait. 

No documents are required except for a valid passport, application form, Burgan Bank receipt, and photograph. However in some cases it may be helpful for applicants to bring a job letter, bank statements, or other documents that will help demonstrate ties to Kuwait. 

All applicants are required to tell us at what address they will stay in the United States. Please have this information available before applying for your visa.

All visa applicants are required to provide a full address (street name, street number, and city and state) of the hotel or home at which they will be staying in the United States. While many medical patients will be staying at the hospital itself—and hospital addresses are acceptable for these patients—their family and friends who are traveling with them will need to provide the Embassy with the name and full address of the hotel at which they will be staying (it is not necessary to make a reservation). 

Internet links to hotels near the American hospitals most commonly used by Kuwaitis are provided on an attached sheet.

Most visas are issued the same day  

About two-thirds of all approved visa applications are issued on the same day.  Applications subject to State Department clearance procedures take an average of two weeks to be issued, but clearances can often be expedited in urgent medical cases.

Applicants for medical treatment in the United States may be exempt from the personal appearance requirement applicable to visa applicants.

If it is physically impossible for someone to come to the Embassy, it is possible to exempt an applicant seeking medical treatment in the U.S. from the requirement to appear personally to apply for a visa.   Requests for such exemptions must be accompanied by strong medical documentation.

Thank you for choosing to seek medical treatment in the United States, 

and we wish you safe travels.  If you have additional questions, please contact us through the Consular Inquiries link on the U.S. Embassy website, at  kuwait.usembassy.gov .  The Embassy is pleased to acknowledge the kind assistance received from the Ministry of Health in preparing this document.

Hotels Convenient to Frequently-Visited Hospitals in the United States
Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland, Ohio:

http://www.clevelandclinic.org/about/visit/lodge.htm
Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota:

http://www.mayoclinic.org/travel-rst/lodging.html
Children’s Hospital, Boston, Massachusetts:

http://www.childrenshospital.org/visiting/preparing/accommod.html
Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, Maryland:
http://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/patients/housing.html
Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, Texas:

http://www.mdanderson.org/patients_public/new_patients/
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, New York, New York:

http://www.mskcc.org/mskcc/html/5364.cfm
Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, Massachusetts:

http://www.mgh.harvard.edu/visitor/accommodations.htm
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Boston, Massachusetts:

http://www.dana-farber.org/pat/visitors/placestostay/
Checklist for Visa Applicants

Required 


Completed and signed visa application form (DS-156) 


Male applicants aged 16-45: supplemental form (DS-157)

One 5cm x 5cm photograph, full-face, with white background: head coverings are acceptable for persons who wear them due to religious beliefs, but may not obscure any portion of the face. 


Valid passport

Burgan Bank receipt for $100.00 US application fee for each application, payable in KD


For patients: hospital name and address


For medical companions: hotel name and address

Optional

The following documents are not required, but may help visa applicants demonstrate eligibility in cases where questions about economic and social ties outside the United States or ability to pay arise.
For patients whose treatment will be paid for by the Ministry of Health: a letter from the Ministry confirming that the Ministry will pay for medical care.

For patients who are paying for care privately or do not yet have a confirmation letter issued by the Ministry: bank statements or other proof of ability to pay for medical treatment.

Any documents, such as job letters or bank statements, which demonstrate social or economic ties to a country or countries outside the United States. 


Documents such as previous passports and/or US visas which demonstrate previous travel history.

