Key Points Regarding Student Visas

The U.S. continues to welcome foreign students.

New screening procedures will delay processing of some visa applications.  

Applicants should apply as far in advance as possible.

There have been no changes in the criteria for visa eligibility.

Existing unexpired student visas remain valid, without any need for checking in at the Consular Section.

There are no special requirements for students who were in the U.S. before Sept. 11, 2001 and wish to resume their studies.  

As before, a student needs to present a valid student visa and a valid I-20 for admission to the U.S.

Students must be careful to observe U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) requirements while in the U.S.  Overstaying visas, failing to report to school, failing to comply with new DHS entry-exit registration procedures, or other violations will not be tolerated. 

Persons with specific questions should contact the U.S. Embassy’s Consular Section, 539-5307, ext. 2240.    

