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                                                       PRESS

RELEASE

Kinshasa, October 13, 2004

MR. ROBERT HELLYER SWORN IN AS MISSION DIRECTOR OF UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT (USAID)

IN KINSHASA, DRC

On October 8, 2004, Robert Hellyer was sworn in as the Mission Director for the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) in Kinshasa in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. The ceremony was presided over by U.S. Ambassador Roger Meece, who administered the oath of office in the presence of Congolese and American staff of USG Kinshasa. USAID is the principal U.S. agency to extend humanitarian and economic assistance to developing countries. USAID’s work supports long-term and equitable economic growth and advances U.S. foreign policy objectives.  With headquarters in Washington D.C., USAID has 81 field offices around the world, including in Kinshasa.  Last year USAID obligated $109 million to support emergency, development, and transitional programs in the DRC in health, democracy and governance, education, livelihoods, and help reintegrate ex-combatants back into their communities.

Mr. Hellyer has served for over 24 years in USAID at overseas posts.  Prior to joining USAID, Mr. Hellyer was an Agriculture Development Consultant for the Rockfeller Foundation in Cameroun and served as a volunteer in the US Peace Corps in Benin from 1973-1976. He brings a wealth of experience and knowledge to this assignment.  While his USAID positions are geographically varied, (Sub-Sahara Africa, North Africa, Latin America) his focus has primarily been on Africa.  This is his fifth posting in Africa.  He transferred directly from Angola, where he served as USAID’s Mission Director since March 2001.
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