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September 06, 2004

STATEMENT BY THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE U.S AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT – USAID

This is my first stop on a four country visit to Africa.  This is my third trip to the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). My two earlier trips were in the 1990s and things have improved since then.  I will be in the DRC for three days, then in Burundi, followed by Kenya and the Sudan.  I am here with my delegation to assess the situation on the ground, emphasize the United States support for the transition, and to see first hand the $108 million in developmental and humanitarian programs here.

USAID supports programs in health, democracy and governance, rural development, education and the reintegration of former soldiers.  USAID is implementing democratic support programs from Kinshasa to Kisangani, in Katanga and in the east of the country.  In addition to humanitarian programs, we support victims of rape and vulnerable children.  These programs are primarily in the east of the country.  We are providing assistance to respond to the needs of displaced people and war-affected communities. We have contributed $30 million of food assistance this year, which feeds an estimated 3 million people.

We work with and through other partners like universities, non-governmental organization communities, and other donor governments.  USAID values and promotes coordination and cooperation with UN agencies and our multilateral and bilateral development partners.  Of particular importance in the DRC is the CIAT – the International Transition Support Committee.

We recognize the importance of improved security.  Without security, there will not be free and fair elections.  USAID was the first donor to provide assistance to the IEC.  We met today with Commissioner of the Independent Electoral Commission Abbe Malu Malu and the Vice Commissioner to discuss steps towards free, fair and transparent elections leading to a democratically elected government.    We also support the drafting and reviewing of elections-related legislation, support political party training, and support voter registration.  

Tomorrow morning I will depart with the U.S. Ambassador and the acting USAID Mission Director for Bunia and Bukavu.  In Bunia, we will review the Ituri situation with the District Commissioner, MONUC and the non-governmental organizations (NGOs).  In Bukavu I will meet with the MONUC officials in charge of disarmament, demobilization, repatriation, resettlement, and reintegration (DDRRR) and NGOs.  

This is an important step for security. Having a large number of unemployed men running around with guns is dangerous in any country around the world. The most important part of any program is to create jobs for youth to keep them occupied so they do not get into trouble.  It is important that everyone in a leadership role refrains from any speech or act that my derail the transition. This is something I underlined in my meeting today with President Kabila. I want to reiterate the United States Government position that  any points of internal dispute need to be resolved within the framework of the transitional government and that regional issues need to be resolved within the context of the Lusaka agreement by diplomatic and not military means. 

President Bush and Secretary of State Powell asked me to send their best regards to the people of the Congo and reassure the people of the Congo that the United States Government stands by the side of the government during this transition.

Thank you for your time, and I will accept a few questions.

�EMBED Word.Picture.8���








                         Service de Presse – Ambassade des Etats-Unis d’Amérique – 498, Avenue  Colonel Lukusa, Gombe

         B.P. 8622 Kinshasa 1 – Tel : 0818844607 ; 0818846612 ; 081225572 ext. 2187, 2401, 2406 - - Fax : 243-813010563


_1155123701.doc
[image: image1.png]






