THE OCTOBER 1, 2003, DEADLINE FOR MACHINE-READABLE 

PASSPORTS FOR MOST VISA-WAIVER TRAVEL 

HAS BEEN POSTPONED UNTIL OCTOBER 26, 2004

The countries for which the October 1, 2003, machine-readable passport requirement has been postponed are: Australia, Austria, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Monaco, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, San Marino, Singapore, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom.  These countries will not have to provide either a machine-readable passport of a United States Visa until October 26, 2004.

Five other eligible countries did not request a postponement of the October 1, 2003, deadline because virtually all of their citizens already have machine-readable passports.  Those countries are Andorra, Brunei, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg and Slovenia.  As of October 1, 2003, visa waiver travelers from those countries must present either a machine-readable passport or a United States visa.

Belgian nationals who wish to travel under the auspices of the Visa Waiver Program have been required to present a machine-readable passport since May 15, 2003.

