POLICE RECORDS

ANGOLA

POLICE RECORD

Certidao de Registo Criminal). Available. Applicants may write or visit: Sector de Identificacao Criminal, Rua Rainha Ginga, Predio No. 49, Primeiro Andar, Luanda, Angola.

MILITARY RECORD

Certidao de Passagem a Disponibilidade, Reserva Militar our Reforma). Available. Applicants may write or visit Divisao de Pessoal do Estado Maior General das Forcas Armadas Angolanas (FAA), Rua Amilcar Cabral, Luanda, Angola.

GENERAL INFORMATION

A decades-long civil war severely disrupted bureaucratic operations in Angola. Many records storage facilities, especially in the provinces, were destroyed or abandoned during the conflict. The UNITA rebel movement, which has controlled various portions of Angolan territory over differing lengths of time, initiated its own record-keeping system; applicants whose vital information was recorded by UNITA officials will likely experience severe difficulties in obtaining documents.

Angola’s runaway inflation prevents an up to date list of prices for document retrieval services. Official prices are nominal, but requested “gratuities” can run as high as USD 100.00, depending on the urgency of the request or the difficulty in obtaining the document

CZECH REPUBLIC

POLICE AND PRISON RECORDS:

Available. An extract of the Criminal Register is issued in lieu of a police or prison record to all persons 15 years of age or over. The nature of the conviction is listed as a citation of the pertinent section of the penal code only.

Note: Persons not physically in the Czech Republic may apply for the required documents through Czech diplomatic or consular representatives abroad. Application may also be made through the applicant's diplomatic representative in Prague. There is a fee for the documents plus an additional fee for a super legalization by the Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Application must be made in duplicate on a form prescribed by the Czech authorities and obtainable from the diplomatic representative. Six weeks to 6 months are normally required to obtain public documents after the application has been submitted by the diplomatic representative to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In some cases no response is ever received. Persons who are considered by the Government of the Czech Republic to be living abroad illegally will usually not be granted documents.

ETHIOPIA

POLICE AND PRISON RECORDS

Available only to those resident in Ethiopia. Certificates of good conduct from the police (Interpol) are available only to people 18 years or older who apply in person in Ethiopia. Three photos, a valid travel document, and a letter requesting the investigation are required for certificate issuance. Persons released from prison are normally given an official release record.

GERMANY
POLICE RECORD

(Fuehrungszeugnis) Available.

Each person over the age of fourteen may obtain an individual penal record. The application has to be filed with the registration office (Meldebehoerde) having jurisdiction over the applicant’s residence. Former residents of Germany, no longer registered in Germany, can apply for an individual record through the German Embassy or Consulate in their country of residence, or directly with the Bundeszentralregister in Bonn. The application form is available at the German Embassy/Consulate, or directly from the Bundeszentralregister, Auslandsabteilung, Heinemannstrasse 6, 53175 Bonn. Telephone: 01888-58443. Fee: 13 EURO. Processing time - minimum of three to four weeks.

COURT RECORD

Available.

Court records involving criminal or civil proceedings are available from the court that has jurisdiction

POLAND

POLICE RECORD

Available.

If the Applicant is in Poland
Application should be made directly to the Ministry of Justice in Warsaw (Ministerstwo Sprawiedliwosci, al. Solidarnosci 127, 00-958 Warszawa). Applicant should furnish full name, any name previously used (i.e., maiden name), full names of parents, applicant's current address, profession, and period of residence in Poland. It usually takes from two to four weeks for the Ministry of Justice to process good conduct certificate requests, although someone who appears personally at the Ministry can often obtain a certificate on the same day. A courier from the Embassy picks up the certificates once a week.

If the Applicant is in the United States
Application should be sent to one of the four Polish diplomatic missions in the U.S.: Washington, DC, New York, Chicago, or Los Angeles. Applications may also be sent directly from overseas to the Ministry of Justice address listed above. The processed certificates are mailed to the applicant's address in the U.S.

If the Applicant is in a Third Country
Application should be sent to the Polish Embassy in that country, or may be mailed directly to the Ministry of Justice address listed above. Processed certificates are mailed to the applicant’s address. 

PRISON RECORDS

Available. Prison records are generally available directly from the court of instance if the record is less than ten years old. Records older than ten years have normally been destroyed. Certificates attesting to prison sentences or the absence of prison records are obtainable on application to the Ministry of Justice, Department of Criminal Register, Warsaw. (Ministerstwo Sprawiedliwosci, Rejester, Skazanych, Warszawa).

RUSSIA

POLICE AND PRISON RECORDS

Available. Russian law (MVD Order no. 965, dated November 1, 2001) mandates that the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD) provide police certificates both to Russian citizens and to foreigners who have lived or are living in Russia. The law states that in Russia, MVD offices must provide the certificate within 30 days. Those residing outside of Russia, both Russian citizens and non-citizens, may either delegate a Power-of-Attorney to apply for the certificate on their behalf in Russia, or apply directly to the Russian Consulate. Police certificates should note all names that the person has used in Russia, and should note the MVD branches in all locations that were queried.


Federal and more serious criminal records in Russia are kept at the Main Information Center (MIC), while convictions related to minor offenses (interpreted as when the punishment was to to 3 years of imprisonment) are stored in the local police (militia) archives. Court records are generally available upon a request from the individual. Prison records are generally not available.

Under Russian law, a prior conviction is expunged from the MIC's databank after a specified period of time has passed following the completion of the sentence. For "grave" crimes the period is six years; for "especially grave" crimes it is eight years. Thus, if an applicant committed a grave crime and more than six years have passed since the completion of his/her sentence, the MIC will not show a record of this crime.


In the absence of a Russian police certificate, and when dealing with applicants who could have theoretically served prison time more than eight years prior to the date of IV application, key features to look for are knuckle tattoos. Russian prison culture is vibrant and unique to itself; tattoos serve a role of establishing rank and status, and it is quite common for males to have served time in prison to have such markings. 

ROMANIA

POLICE RECORD

Police certificates are issued by the Inspectoratul General al Politiei, Stefan Cel Mare, No. 51, Bucahrest.

Individuals residing in Romania may apply for a police certificate in person at the Inspectoratul General, or at their local country or sector police station. Local police stations only issue police certificates for individuals born or residing in their jurisdiction. The processing time for an application is approximately 15 to 30 days.


Romanian citizens residing abroad and aliens who lived in Romania for more than a year may apply for a police certificate in one of two ways. They may apply at the Romanian Embassy in the country of their residence by filling out an application form, submitting a copy of the applicant's passport, and paying a 30 USD consular fee. The processing time for this is 30 to 45 days. Alternatively, they may sign a power of attorney at the Romanian Embassy for a relative to apply in person on their behalf at the General al Politiei in Bucharest.

The General al Politiei also offers an express service for obtaining police certificates. For a nominal fee (50,000 Lei and the purchase of a fiscal stamp) an applicant in Bucharest can receive the police certificate in three to five working days.

PRISON RECORD

Documents are issued to the individual concerned at the time of release from jail. These documents may be obtained from the State Archives (Directia Generala A Arhivelor Statului) Str. Mihail Kogalniceanu No. 29, Bucharest, Tel. 634.75.30.

UKRAINE

POLICE AND PRISON RECORDS

Records are available. Police and prison records are kept by the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Security Service of Ukraine. Immigrant visa applicants from Ukraine obtain police certificates at their local OVIRs (Office of Visas and Registration). Applicants outside Ukraine have to apply for police certificates through the nearest Ukrainian Embassy or Consulate.

For immigration purposes the validity of the Police record is of one(1) year.

All applicant of age 16 or older should provide a police record. Applicants who lived abroad for one year or longer, should also present a police record of the country where he/she resided. 

Applicanst who resided in Angola, Ethiopia, the ex-Soviet Union or any other country under the Warsaw Treaty may obtain their police records at the Civil registry office located at Calle Línea  and E Street, in Vedado, Ciudad de la Habana.

If the residency took place in another country other than the ones mentioned in this paragraph, the applicant should address the request to the local embassy representing the country where he/she resided.
