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"Justice Scorned in Haiti" (editorial, Aug. 20) suggests that the United States should not have been surprised by the trial acquitting the former paramilitary leader Louis-Jodel Chamblain and Jackson Joanis, a former police officer. We have not and will not ever countenance an unjust and flawed procedure like the one involving Mr. Chamblain and Mr. Joanis.

We forcefully criticized the conduct of the trial and called on the Haitian interim government to ensure that people accused of committing gross human rights violations and other such crimes be prosecuted in a credible manner. We noted that the form of our judicial assistance will be affected by the interim government's performance in this and other critical cases.

Both Mr. Chamblain and Mr. Joanis remain incarcerated in Haiti on other charges and have trials pending. Representatives of the United States government and other international observers will continue to monitor their cases as well as the advance of the rule of law in Haiti.
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