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Question:  We know that the United States played an important role during the last months in Haiti, especially in placing this transitional government.  Five months later, how does the Bush administration interpret the situation in the country in the social, economical and political areas?  Are you satisfied?

Ambassador Foley:

Listen, I think, no one can be satisfied when facing the poverty and the misery of Haiti.  The day we are satisfied with the situation, will be a terrible day as long as the situation doesn’t improve.  The question is rather: are we on the right track or not?

Until the month of February of this year, there was no hope in the future of this country.  The country was in great crisis.  There was practically no authority of the state, there was a President who was not leading through state institutions but instead with the help of gangs.  Then you had the armed rebellion.  It was anarchy, full of risks for the country.  Now, we have hope; there is a technocrat government, which is looking to do the right thing, to improve the situation, but is facing some enormous challenges -- the heavy heritage of the last government, the heavy heritage of the past 30 years of dictatorship, from left to right, so there is a lot left to do.  Up to now, the international community has confidence in this government of transition to put the country on the track of economic growth.  We have confidence in Mr. Latortue, in the President of the Republic, Mr. Boniface Alexandre, these two great leaders who will lead the country to elections next year.  The last thing I will say is that the international community has promised considerable aid.  This would not have been possible with the old government because of the lack of trust, but this money will arrive in the coming months, and this government will need to be able to manage it and to spend it.  I know that the Prime Minister had to meet with the concerned sectors, with the authorities of the international community to discuss concrete programs that will be launched, like infrastructure, the construction of roads, we need to start the construction of roads right away, as early as September, and I believe the Prime Minister agrees.  The construction of roads will create jobs for many people, will open up the rural areas, this will stimulate the economy, so it is essential that the work begins as soon as September, by fall.  As a whole, the international community and the United States are satisfied of the progress, but there is still a lot to do.

Q: About the elections, we feel there are problems at the level of the electoral machine, which is late in starting.  Is there a concern among the international community because we were hoping to have elections next year, and the CEP is waiting for aid from the international community for those elections, how does the Bush Administration view all that?  Do you feel that there is an attempt to demobilize the process, considering that yesterday in Port-au-Prince there were some groups that tried to dampen the occasion?

Ambassador Foley:
First of all, as far as the elections deadlines, I can assure you that the United States and our partners in the international community are 100% committed to having elections in Haiti in 2005, and this is not something that can evolve or change for us.  I know that there were certain rumors that were circulating here when there were problems in the CEP, that maybe some sectors were trying to postpone the elections, for the international community, it is out of the question because we are in a transitional period.  The Haitian people will need to choose its political leaders, the Parliament, the President, its next government as soon as possible.  Therefore, the elections are at the height of this international commitment.  Certainly, there were serious problems among the CEP members, but maybe it is not so bad that the problems came up now instead of later because that shook many people, and they were conscious of the danger.  At the international level, I believe we are determined to help the CEP and to help with the financing necessary to hold elections.

The United Nations.  I believe that the person in charge of support for the elections is now in Haiti.  There will be a team to support the CEP with the elections process.  I believe that the financial aid from the international community will be considerable.  I know that the deadlines will be hard to keep.  However, we have one year, and it will be enough; there will be elections next year.

As far as your question regarding the attempt in destabilization, it is certain that this government does not have the military means or adequate number of police officers at this time.  We know that the former government had done enough to weaken and even corrupt the police, which is a feeble institution.  And at the same time there are many armed people among the gangs, cities that were financed by the National Palace before this year.  There are also the armed rebels.  So there may really be a will to intimidate this government, and I believe as I said before, that these groups can harm, destroy but cannot do good, cannot build something for the country, cannot create job opportunities, a better future, economic growth, change the despair, improve health, build the country, or build institutions.  They are able to disturb, to harm, but not to build.  However, we must call on these people and on all Haitians to be united, finally.  It is only through national reconciliation that this country will be able to change its future, I believe, but as far as the international community is concerned, we are here to support this government of transition until elections.

I am truly optimistic about the future.  There will be enough forces in the country, in MINUSTAH, which comes from many different countries, in the UN police, which is arriving every day, and which will assure better security in the capital and throughout the country, that I believe will help the Haitians feel more confident.

Ambassador Foley: With respect to the first question, one must recognize that the members of the ex army suffered an injustice ten years ago.  They were fired/dismissed without ceremony, without anything.  They were left on their own.  They have families.  They have rights.  For ten years, a long time, one does not know how they were able to survive.  So there is one question of injustice.  What I can tell you, is that the United States and I believe the international community want to help the government find solutions to these problems, especially with respect to legitimate claims, outstanding pensions, a program of social reinsertion and the creation of employment.  We are currently considering these problems and we will contribute to a solution.  

I believe this question of indifference between the government and the ex-military should be resolved through negotiation, through peaceful means.  I do not believe in a confrontation that certain people dread.  But in any case, with respect to the interim government’s relationship with the ex-military, I believe, nevertheless, that one must respect the legitimate authorities.  The ex-military, I believe, have the responsibility, as all Haitian citizens, to seek and respect the rule of law in Haiti.  The international community will above all defend the transition government and defend the rule of law in Haiti and we believe that this problem will be resolved in everyone’s interest by peaceful means and negotiations.  

Q: Can you tell us yes or no, is the United States in favor of the rehabilitation of the army?

Ambassador Foley:  I believe that is not a question that will be resolved now.  It is recognized by many people, internationally and in Haiti, that in the absence of an elected government, it is difficult to resolve fundamental questions such as these.  The transition government has a limited mission to begin the process of economic recovery and to prepare the path towards elections.  To make an important decision such as this, with respect to the example of the army, it would be necessary to have an elected government to resolve these problems and it is a question for Haitians to decide, not a question for foreigners.  We can have opinions, but the decision rests with Haitians, the Haitian people, who will choose their political leaders next year.  

Q: inaudible

Ambassador Foley:  I believe I have said many times that the United States is not against Family Lavalas.  On the contrary, we are not engaged in a partisan manner in Haiti.  We support the transition government in its effort to create, to construct institutions, to bring economic recovery, but with respect to politics, we have not taken part and we believe rather that it is only through national reconciliation and especially by including all political actors, from all political parties, that one can construct a new Haiti. 

With respect to Family Lavalas, in particular, I believe there is nonetheless a problem, the heritage of the past.  The fact that the leaders in the Palace were so implicated in violence, used violence, armed people, armed gangs.  This was very bad for the image of Family Lavalas, which took a bad turn, a deviation -- a party, which under certain leaders deviated from its principles.  And so yes, the international community, the United States are in favor of including Family Lavalas, who should play a role in the political stakes  and who could run for elections next year.

But I believe that to fully participate and find the needed democratic legitimacy, it will be necessary to clarify whether the party has actually stopped using violence, stopped those practices that were so bad for its image, bad for the interests of the people, as well.

Q:  

Ambassador Foley:

First of all, I believe that the great majority of people voted for Mr. Aristide, 14 years ago.  He raised a lot of hopes, and that is why the international community, including the United States, was so against the “Coup” and did the maximum to return democratic order and Mr. Aristide, ten years ago.  So the people did not make a mistake, rather they were misled for these past ten years.  And we know that the results were so bad, there were no real changes, and poverty increased and insecurity especially has risen, and there was a loss of trust in the state institutions, in the police where there were armed gangs, the “chimères”, who scared not some Haitians, but all Haitians, including the poorest.  The experience today is different from ten years ago, and we have the international community here in the country.  There is no sanction against Haiti, there is a great deal of assistance from the international community and the United Nations Security Council approved this international commitment, which calls for elections in 2005.  To answer your question, U.S. policy towards Haiti will not change.  We will remain engaged from the perspective of the Haitian people. This assistance that we provide is considerable and multiplied since departure of Mr. Aristide.  We will maintain this engagement.  This will not change.  And what is important to underline, we are members of the United Nations Security Council which has traced the lines of the future, of international engagement in Haiti and whatever the results of our presidential elections this year, the American orientation in favor of a transition that will lead to elections will not change.

Q:

Ambassador Foley:
I believe the State Department has issued a statement, which communicates our concern after the trial, I will not comment on the content of the trial.  It is mainly the process that the United States, our partners in the international community and, I hope, democratic Haitians should question.  The haste with which the trial was prepared, and mostly the surprising deficiency of the efforts to pursue the trial disappointed us deeply.  Will it be an accident out of character or rather a direction that will continue, we will see.  As I said, we have confidence in the President and in the Prime Minister, who are democrats, who want to change the country for the best and who want to render equitable justice.  However, we know, and the Department of State said it, the state institutions are weak right now, and there are the armed groups, which are still on the political scene, therefore, there are challenges to overcome, but we are very concerned about the last developments.  I believe that we cannot question ourselves about whose responsibility it is because it was not totally accidental, this haste was definitely desired and we must make sure that such procedure does not repeat itself in the future because the credibility of the judicial system and eventually of the authorities in place is at stake.

Q: I wanted to know if the United States is satisfied with the way the judicial authorities are handling the case of the former Prime Minister Yvon Neptune.

Ambassador Foley:
I cannot comment on this case in detail.  As for the trial which recently took place, I have commented on the procedures.  In the case of the former Prime Minister, I will only say that the United States, on the day of his arrest, expressed an opinion to first note the role that the former Prime Minister played in the constitutional transition, which saved many lives.  And we, in the international community in general, wanted to testify about that.

However, we cannot comment on the trial and the judicial procedures.  Only, I note that the negative reactions which followed the comments of the American Embassy on the day of his arrest, almost all alleged the guilt of Mr. Neptune.  This is what mainly disappointed us because as far as the United States and the international community are concerned, there is a presumption of innocence.  This is very important.  We want to see this trial or investigation handled responsibly and with truth.  So, on one hand we have haste for one trial and on the other, we don’t know where the procedures are.  But I think that it is of interest that the truth be established, and that the former Prime Minister be able to say his side of the story.

Q: I would like to come back to the partisans of the former President Aristide, who are still nostalgic.  At one of their last street demonstrations, we saw them walking bare foot, I think it was symbolic to say that the current government is not theirs and that they aren’t taken care of.  Do you have an interpretation of their position?  Do you have a message to reassure them?  One can understand that they question their future in the context of the political changes.

Ambassador Foley:
First of all, we respect the right to demonstrate, the freedom of expression in Haiti, which was not respected by Mr. Aristide, on the contrary.  So all Haitians have the right to express themselves.  As I said, there are many supporters of Mr. Aristide, through no fault of theirs, who are disappointed by the results.  So as far as the transition government is concerned, it must be judged by its accomplishments: the big items, work creation, better economic performance, in the months to come.  I believe that the people will understand that there is change, but the question that you ask, the relationship between the people and its government will be decided in the elections next year, where Haitians will have the opportunity to choose their political leaders.  And I think that it is the preparation of the elections that is very important right now, and precisely what will answer your question.

