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Office in Haiti

HIV/AIDS in Haiti
Haiti is the country in the Caribbean most highly affected by HIV/AIDS (Haiti and the Dominican Republic account for 85% of all AIDS cases in the Caribbean) and, as observed in the rest of the Caribbean countries, heterosexual transmission is the most common vehicle of transmission of HIV/AIDS, followed by vertical (mother-to-child) transmission. Since the beginning of the epidemic, pregnant women visiting antenatal clinics have provided data to track the evolution of the disease.  Three serosurveys have been carried out by, or on behalf of, the Ministry of Health of pregnant women presenting for the first time at antenatal clinics.  

· Survey 1 (1991-1992): Results showed a crude HIV seroprevalence rate of 2.6% in rural areas and 7.15% in urban areas.  The survey looked at 600 women in 4 different sites.

· Survey 2 (1995-1996): Results showed a crude HIV seroprevalence rate of 2% to 5% among rural women and 4% to 13% among women living in an urban location.  

· Survey 3 (1999-2000): Results showed a crude HIV seroprevalence rate of 2.91% in rural areas and 6.74% in urban areas.  The survey looked at 1,200 women presenting at antenatal clinics at 12 sites, with prevalence rates ranging from 14.1% at urban sites and 2.1% at rural site. 

In November 2001, the POLICY Project (an organization that works with host-country governments and civil society groups to achieve a more supportive policy environment for family planning/reproductive health, HIV/AIDS, and maternal health) conducted a workshop to employ the UNAIDS projection models to estimate HIV prevalence among the general population. In 2003, they estimated that between 157,710 and 275,742 people would be living with HIV in Haiti, the total number of new AIDS cases was projected to be between 23,714 and 32,853, and AIDS-related deaths between 25,493 and 32,532. 

From the first HIV cases reported in 1980 to the year 2000, there is a progressive feminization of the epidemic.  In the 1980s, the infection ratio between men and women was 4 to 1; the male-to-female ratio is now 1 to 1.  There are more than 251,000 deliveries per year, 64% of which occur in rural settings.  There are approximately 11,300 HIV+ women delivering per year, with 3,970 more babies born infected with HIV/AIDS, more than 11 HIV+ babies per day.  In 2001, approximately 532 women received ARV treatment at delivery.  Less than 25% of births occur in a health facility (51.4% urban, 10.6% rural).  An average of 78.8% of pregnant women register for antenatal care, 66.5% of pregnant women register with an antenatal clinic within the 1st to 2nd trimester, 10% between six and seven months, and 25% at eight months or more.

The last Demographic and Health Survey (DHS 2000) done in 1999-2002 concluded that most men (98%) and women (97%) have heard about HIV/AIDS.  However, 38% of women and 19% of men do not know anything about the disease or think that nothing can be done to avoid it.  This lack of information is particularly important in rural areas and among illiterate people.   

The Ministry of Health of Haiti is committed to fighting the country’s HIV/AIDS epidemic.  Their National Strategic Plan to control HIV/AIDS in Haiti, based on a strategic framework recommended by UNAIDS, outlines three strategic objectives:

1-
Reduce the risk of HIV infection to slow down the course of the epidemic;

2-
Decrease the vulnerability of target populations to reduce the risk and impact of the epidemic;

3-
Reduce the impact of the epidemic to decrease the vulnerability to HIV/AIDS.
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