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Chairman of the Council of State,

Honorable Minister of Finance and his Delegation,

Honorable Ministers of State, 

Honorable Members of Parliament,

Your Excellencies, Members of the Diplomatic Corps,

Nee Mei, Naa Mei, Nananom 

Distinguished Ladies & Gentlemen,

Good evening, everyone.  My husband John and I would like to welcome all of you to our version of America’s birthday party -- a celebration of the 228th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence of the United States of America.  

As many of you know, Fourth of July celebrations in the United States typically include fireworks displays, outdoor concerts, picnics and games for children and for adults -- across America, a big, outdoor party.  

Well, we’re not going to shoot off any fireworks, but I do hope that the American country and western theme, especially the wonderful music provided by our United States Air Force Band Touch ‘n Go,  will give you a bit of the flavor of the holiday as it is experienced in some parts of our country.  

So, if the cowboy hats, horses, and bales of hay strike you as curious, you have all of my American colleagues here to answer your questions about these traditional symbols of American life.  

While today marks the 228th anniversary of the signing the Declaration of Independence, this year also is part of the bicentennial celebration of the famous Lewis and Clark expedition that started the westward expansion of the United States beyond the Mississippi River.  

This westward expansion began, of course, with a very special event in our history -- the purchase of the Louisiana Territory from Napoleon on July 4, 1803, by United States President Thomas Jefferson. 

 "Louisiana" included the country drained from the west by the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers -- 15 million dollars for 825,000 square miles, or 1,325,000 square kilometers, doubling the size of the United States.   Historian Stephen Ambrose called it, "the best land bargain ever made."

After purchasing Louisiana, Jefferson made another decision that continues to resonate through American history.  He commissioned Merriwether Lewis and William Clark to lead in the exploration of this vast expanse of land.  

The journals kept by Clark and others on the expedition provide us with much of the detail that has kept their story alive for Americans.  

We even know how they spent July 4, 1804, exactly two hundred years ago.  The expedition had started off from St. Louis, traveling up the Missouri River, and was at a site near where Kansas City is now located.  

On Independence Day 1804, the Lewis and Clark party fired a cannon as part of their celebration.  They also discovered a field of delicious raspberries, and one of the group was bitten by a snake.  All in all, a typical Fourth of July.

Two hundred years after the Lewis and Clark expedition that began our westward expansion, the west is a complex part of our American mythology.  In resolving to move west, many ordinary Americans began a journey of idealism and bravery, boldness and individualism, enterprise and courage.  

Indeed, our recently departed President Ronald Reagan, often seen wearing a cowboy hat on horseback, embodied so many of these values of the American West.

But just as Jefferson, Lewis and Clark pushed to explore new frontiers and find new opportunities, we have challenging frontiers to explore today.

The frontiers to be conquered now, however, are not about expanding territory but expanding democracy.   

These new frontiers and challenges include how to provide health care and education for all our people, and how to provide employment and a decent standard of living for all under a system of accountable and honest government.  

This new frontier of expanding democracy is a challenge, both in Ghana and in the United States.

But that idealism, boldness and innovation of the American West is alive here too in Ghana, and Ghana has done so much in recent years to grow her democracy.

Together Ghana and the United States are now exploring a new frontier in development called the Millennium Challenge Account.  

I want to congratulate Ghana as one of the first sixteen countries eligible for the Millennium Challenge Account, which is in recognition her great gains in expanding democracy and accomplishments in ruling justly, investing in people and opening markets.

So let us join together tonight, American and Ghanaian alike, in celebrating our joint accomplishments and our dedication to democracy. 

I would now ask you all to raise your glasses in a toast to the health of the President of the Republic of Ghana, His Excellency, John Agyekum Kufour.  

May you, Mr. President, and the people of Ghana enjoy peace and prosperity in the years to come, and may we all find within us a little of that courage, independence and enterprise of the American West.

Thank you.
