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Chairman of the Council of State,

Honorable Minister of Defence and the Government Delegation,

Honorable Ministers of State, 

Honorable Members of Parliament,

Your Excellencies, Members of the Diplomatic Corps,

Officers of the Security Services,

Nee Mei, Naa Mei, Nananom 

Distinguished Ladies & Gentlemen,

Good evening and welcome to our home. 

John and I and the entire embassy staff wish to thank you for coming this evening.

I am so pleased to be celebrating our American Independence Day with all of you--Ghanaians, Americans, and the international community.  

In the United States, the Fourth of July is traditionally a day when people go to the beach, have a barbeque, see a parade and of course watch fireworks.  

We fly the American flag, 

display red, white and blue,

and listen to the national anthem as we are doing here this evening. 

Today is a day for celebration, so this will not be a long speech. 

But I hope you will indulge me while I share just a little of the history of Independence Day, because 

I believe that Ghanaians and Americans share a common heritage as pioneers of independence and defenders of freedom.

Two hundred and twenty-seven years ago, representatives from the thirteen American colonies feared they might be convicted of treason for declaring their independence.  

Despite these fears, those 56 representatives ratified the Declaration of Independence on July Fourth, 1776.

They ratified this document because they fervently believed in the ideals of democracy, freedom, and liberty.  

Thomas Jefferson, the author of the Declaration of Independence,

believed that we are all endowed with certain inalienable rights,

among them, life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.    Jefferson wrote, and I quote  “To secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.”

That phrase "consent of the governed" is a bold and powerful statement, and a concept that is a challenge to us in America. 

227 years ago, there were no governments that truly offered their citizens a voice!

In America the framers of our constitution spent many years trying to build a government that truly represented ordinary citizens. 

Today in the United States, the constant melting pot, we are still constantly trying to reshape and reform our government so that the diversity of opinions and voices of our people are heard. 

PAUSE
Here in Ghana --as citizens of the first African nation to declare its independence, Ghanaians have long understood the importance of the ideals expressed in the American Declaration of Independence.

A decade after blazing the new democratic trail in sub-Saharan Africa, your country is working to construct a government where all people are heard.  

Today I challenge you to view this time in your nation's development as an opportunity for all Ghanaians to fully participate in and benefit from a strong democracy – a democracy that has accountability, transparency and the true consent of the governed.

Many of us have seen firsthand the tragic results of governments without the consent of the governed: oppression and tyranny.

We only have to look at some of our neighbors in the sub-region to see what happens in the absence of democracy.  

That is why I want to re-iterate that to be here in Ghana –democratic Ghana--on the Fourth of July is such an honor. 

We Americans recognize, support and appreciate the vital role that Ghana, as a strong democratic nation, and peace-maker plays in the sub-region, in Africa, and in the world.

President George Bush travels to Africa next week, and in a speech last week he pledged that America is fully engaged in a broad concerted effort 

to help Africans find peace, 

to help Africans fight disease, 

to help Africans build prosperity 

and to help Africans improve their own lives.

I am pleased to report that President Bush will be meeting with President Kufuor in Senegal on July 8.  This meeting with democratically elected West African leaders re-enforces our shared commitment to democracy as part of the deepening cultural, economic, social and political ties that unite our two nations. 

And in this spirit of partnership, cooperation, and commitment to democracy, I would ask you to join me in a toast to the health of the President of the Republic of Ghana, His Excellency, John Agyekum Kufour. 

May you, Mr. President, and the people of Ghana enjoy peace, prosperity and success in the year to come, and may we all continue to enjoy the benefits of democracy, freedom and liberty. 

Thank you.

