Remarks by Ambassador Mary Carlin Yates

Remembrance Ceremony for September 11th Attacks

September 11, 2003

Honorable Ministers and their Representatives,

Members of the Diplomatic Corps,

Distinguished Guests, Colleagues and Friends,

Good morning.  Thank you all for coming here today.  

Two years have passed since the September 11 terrorist attacks.  During that time, we have continued to work, we have continued to enjoy time with our families and friends, and we have continued with the joys and frustrations of our daily lives. 

But we all know the world was changed forever on September 11, 2001, and it only takes an image of the World Trade Center burning, a picture of a firefighter emerging from the smoke and the ashes, or the sight of the victims’ families to bring back the reality of that terrible day.  

On the first anniversary, President Bush said, and I quote, “September 11, 2001 will always be a fixed point in the lives of Americans.  The loss of so many lives left us to examine our own.  Each of us was reminded that we are only here for a time, and these counted days should be filled with things that last and matter: love for our families, love for our neighbors, love for our country; gratitude for life and the Giver of life.”  End Quote.

We continue on with our lives, as we must, but we also continue to honor the more than 3,000 people who lost their lives at the World Trade Center, at the Pentagon, and in a Pennsylvania field.  We honor the courageous firefighters and police officers who lost their lives while trying to save others, and we honor the brave passengers of United Flight 93.  

On this day, too, we remember the aftermath of September 11th, and how nations around the world rallied behind the United States and stood up against terrorism.  We remember that citizens from over 90 nations lost their lives in the September 11 attacks, including Ghanaians. 

I don’t think Americans will ever forget the outpouring of sympathy and support from people around the world after September 11th.  Countries around the world came together to declare terrorism a threat to international peace and security.  

As we know, the terrorists did not only physically strike the United States.  They struck at the values of freedom and liberty that millions around the world hold dear.  Secretary Powell reminded us last year that the struggle against terrorism would not be easy.   It would take years not months, and in his remarks this year, he says and I quote,

“Led by the United States, nations all around the globe have come together in an historic worldwide effort to wipe terrorism from the face of the Earth.  Faithful friends and former foes alike have united against terror and we are bringing every tool of statecraft to bear against it—military, intelligence, law enforcement, financial and most certainly, diplomatic.”  End Quote

The United States has truly appreciated the international support in that long hard battle against terrorism. 

Ghana has been and will be a significant partner in this fight, and I wish to sincerely thank you for your country’s efforts.  

Today, two years after the attacks, Congress has named September 11th as Patriot Day. 

America is rebuilding. The Pentagon is fully functional, and plans have been approved for new buildings at the World Trade Center site.  Discussions about memorials are underway.  

America is rebuilding, and we wanted to take this opportunity today to reiterate that America has also renewed its commitment to preserve security and freedom, not just for her people, but for people around the world.

Thank you. 

