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U.S. Medical Outreach Program in Western Region

Accra – A team of over fifty U.S. military doctors and nurses has arrived in Ghana to conduct a medical outreach program.  They have been working in the Takoradi/Sekondi area since September 8, 2003, and will end on September 19th.  The U.S. medical outreach team is working closely with the Ghanaian military.

The American medical team began their two-week program by leading classroom instruction and hand-on demonstrations on emergency and preventative medicine for Ghanaian doctors, nurses and other medical personnel. On Wednesday September 10, the group conducted a mass casualty simulation exercise with the Ghanaian military at the Naval Base in Sekondi. 

The U.S. medical personnel are also spending eight days working in villages in the Takoradi/Sekondi area.  The medical team is seeing approximately 1000-1500 persons of all ages per day and is providing free medical and dental care, eye exams, and immunizations.  The team is also using $100,000 of medical supplies for the outreach program and follow-up care.

On Tuesday September 16, Ambassador Mary Carlin Yates and the Minister of Defense, Honorable Addo Kufuor visited the team to see the team at work at Assakae and Whindo, where about 1500 local inhabitants were provided with free medical care.   

The medical outreach program forms part of the West African Training Cruise (WATC). WATC is organized by the US Naval Forces Europe for troops on the West African Coast. This year’s WATC is designed to foster a spirit of cooperation between American and Ghanaian military personnel through medical training in a real-world environment while also providing significant medical outreach to the local population.  Last year, the venue for WATC 2002 was at Shai Hills in the Greater Region, and WATC 2001 was held at Mankoadze in the Central Region.
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